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110 to face trial over failed Qatar coup 

DOHA {AFP) - A total of 1 10 people, including tsvo 
Egyptians, will go on trial here Wednesday accused of 
involvement in a failed coup attempt in Qatar last 
year, officials said Monday. “The trial of 1 10 peonie 
accused of involvement in the failed coup atiemnr in 
! 996 will open on Nov. 26” said Qatar's iJS” 
eral m a statemenL Among the defendants arc Eo V p 
dans Attiya Badn Attiya and Ahmad Tawfic Said, who 
are to be tried in absentia, said the statement Esvdi- 
ian press reports said Monday that President Hosni 
Mubarak had asked Qatar to clarify urgently com- 
ments by its foreign minister implicating Egypt in the 
coup attempt. “Foreign Minister Amr Musa has sum- 
moned the Qatari ambassador in Cairo and asked him 
for to clarify his government's position within 48 
hours;’ Mr. Mubarak said, according to the pro-gov- 
ernment evening daily AJ Messa. 
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Iraq designates 3 sites 
as off-limits to UNSCOM 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq said Monday ii has des- 
ignated three presidential sites as off-limits to U.N. arms 
inspectors but not 63 as claimed by the United States. An 
information ministry' spokesman accused U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen of trying “to mislead interna- 
tional opinion and harm [Iraq’s] relations with ihe U.N. 
Special Commission.” The inspectors of UNSCOM arc 
barred from “only three presidential sites, which are sym- 
bols of national sovereignty,” said the spokesman. Mr. 
Cohen said Sunday that areas labelled as sensitive by Iraq 
“cannot be off-limits" to U.N. inspectors, charging that 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein had singled out 63 such 
sites. France urged Richard Butler, head of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM), to fly to the Iraqi capital 
“as soon as possible*' to clear up differences. 
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Jordan-EU sign association accord 

Euro-Mediterranean Partnership is not just about economies and 
trade, it is about democracy, human rights, cultural cooperation, 
security and a civilised code of conduct — Prince Hassan 

fiYnjn Ohalia A In! 
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JORDAN AND the European 
Union Monday signed the 
association agreement which 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan described as “a 
vital step towards achieving 
prosperity and development 
in the region.” 

The agreement, which will 
widen die scope of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
EU in the political, security, 
economic and cultural fields, 
was signed between Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf. 
president in die office of the 
Council of the EU, and for- 
eign minister of Luxembourg, 
Jacques Poos, President of the 
European Commission 
Jacques Santer and the for- 
eign ministers of the 15 EU 
member states. 

Addressing the signing cer- 
emony, Prince Hassan 
stressed that the agreement, 
which will pave the way for 
the creation of a free zone area 
by the year 2010, should not 
only bring about economic 
cooperation but also take into 
account cultural cooperation, 
which the Prince described as 
“an essential aspect in the cre- 
jdoo of this Mediterranean 
spsce to which we are com- 
mitted." — ■ ■ ■ 

"The Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership is nett just about 
economies and trade, it is 
about democracy, human 
rights, cultural cooperation, 
security and a civilised code 
of conduct" Prince Hassan 
said. 

The Prince expressed hope 
that the agreement would 
bring about cultural dialogue 
which would contribute to 
presenting a clear and real pic- 
ture of Islam. 

"It seems to me that our 
Arab culture, in spite of its 
diversity, is the object of igno- 
rance; it is often reduced to a 
dogma, to an impoverished 
‘Islam’, closed and pone to 
violence," the Prince said. 

Ihe Prince added that “our 
culture once conceived in 
those terms becomes a prob- 
lem for Europe. As if Europe, 
in uniting and in forming an 
economic and political block 
against the U.S. and Asia, is 
obliged to secure itself fiom 
any possible threats from her 
southern neighbours ” 


Prince Hassan noted that the 
Euro-Jordan assoc iati on 
accord calls for the respect of 
democracy and human rights 
and expressed hope that the 
agreement would lead to the 
establishment of a Middle 
Eastern civil forum in line 
with the Euro-Med Forum 
which has a permanent secre- 
tarial in Barcelona. 

“It is desirable to create a 
homologue centre in a south 
Mediterranean city that will 
become a documentation cen- 
tre as well as a centre for the 
coordination and the promo- 
tion of associations and actors 
of the civil societies south of 
our basin and who would 
work in straight cooperation 
with the permanent Secretari- 
al in Barcelona," the Prince 
stressed. 

The Prince also emphasised 
the importance for the interna- 
tional community to support 
the Joidan-Israeli peace treaty 
and address multilateral issues 
such as water, refugees and 
borders for the peace treaty to 
continue. 

Prince Hassan also stressed 
the need for a comprehensive 
dialogue among all parties in 
the region “because engage- 
ment and dialogue do not nec- 
essarily mean endorsement, 
but an instrument to address 
aft vital issues in the area." 

The Prince noted that the 
Middle East is the only region 
that does not have a conflict 
resolution centre saying that 
“oil and arsenal invested inter- 
ests are stronger than invested 
interest in ideas and dia- 
logue." 

The agreement, which fells 
within the framework of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partner- 
ship called for by the 
Barcelona conference of 
November 1995, is expected 
to encourage direct European 
investment in Jordan, facili- 
tate technology transfer and 
provide free access to EU 
markets for the country's agri- 
cultural and industrial prod- 
ucts. 

The accord also aims at 
establishing a number of com- 
mon principles recognising 
the respect for fundamental 
freedoms and the establish- 
ment of the rule of law, move- 
ment toward peace, security, 
democracy, human rights as 
well as regional development. 

It also rails for the exchange 



Crown Prince Hassan answers journalists' questions Monday after the EU and Jordan 
signed an association agreement At centre is Luxembourg Foreign Minister and current 
EU President Jacques Poos, at right is European Commission President Jacques Santer 
(Rueters photo) 


of civil societies in the fields 
of education, youth, training, 
culture, media, migrants and 
health. 

In his address to the si gnin g 
ceremony. Mr. Poos stressed 
tiie importance of the strategic 
relations between the EU and 
its Mediterranean countries. 

- 'He* said signing the agree- 
ment with Jordan reiterates 
tiie EU’s appreciation to the 
Kingdom's efforts in the 
peace process especially at 
this critical stage. 

The president voiced the 
EU’s commitment to Jordan 
and said the Union will fur- 
ther extend its financial assis- 
tance to the Kingdom for it to 
develop and liberalise its 
economy. 

Mr. Poos added that the rat- 
ification of the agreement is 
expected to take nine months 
to one year after it has been 
ratified by all national parlia- 
ments. Mr. Santer praised Jor- 
dan’s efforts in feeing the lat- 
est developments in the region 
and implementing its eco- 
nomic reform programme, 
but added that the agreement 
still poses a challenge to Jor- 
dan to further liberalise its 
economy, expressing the EU’s 
commitment on supporting 
the Kingdom towards achiev- 
ing its goals and ambitions. 

Vice President of the Euro- 
pean Commission Manuel 


Marin pointed to the financial 
assistance the EU extended to 
Jordan under the MEDA bud- 
get (1996-1999) to support 
tiie Kingdom’s economic 
reform programme and the 
private sector. 

The EU granted Jordan 
ECUs 100 million (approxi- 
mately $110 million) in sup- 
port of the Kingdom’s balance 
of payment and economic 
reform programme, he said. 

Mr. Mam added that the 
EU allocated ECUs 7 million 
to a Business Service Centre 
to be established in Amman, 
and ECUs 10 million are 
financed on Risk Capital 
resources in support of small 
and Medium size enterprises. 

In response to Jordan’s 
request for special aid. Mr. 
Marin said, the EUs pledged 
ECUs 10 million in 1997 oo 
specific budgetary lines, 
ECUs 1 million of which are 
allocated to food security, 
ECUs 2 million for rehabilita- 
tion, ECUs 2 million for the 
Middle East peace process, 
and ECUs 5 million in region- 
al European Commission 
(EC) support 

He added that in 1997, the 
European Investment Bank 
(E1B) has approved loans for 
a total of ECUs 1 10 million to 
Jordan. 

Mr. Marin pointed to the 
EC’s continued support for 


the Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan through the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). Since the 
signature of the Jordan-Israel 
Peace Treaty, the EU member 
states and the EIB have con- 
tributed to Jordan ECUs 873 
million. 

Jordan is the fifth country id 
sign an association agreement 
with the EU after Morocco, 
Ihnisia, Israel and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority. 
Similar agreements are being 
negotiated with Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria and Algeria. 

Also on Monday, Crown 
EMnce Hassan met with 
NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solaria and discussed 
Jordan's relations with the 
alliance as a non-permanent 
member, in addition to dia- 
logue amongst Mediterranean 
states and the need to develop 
such dialogue to include all 
concerned parties. 

Tbe Prince also stressed the 
need to advance the peace 
process because a positive 
peace environment will con- 
tribute to Middle Eastern dia- 
logue with NATO and reflect 
positively on the region. 

Prince Hassan also reiterat- 
ed Jordan’s commitment to 
participate in peace keeping 
forces missions within the 
framework of the United 
Nations. 


Iraq calls on UNSCOM to report accurately to Security Council 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BAGHDAD — Iraqi Vice 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan Monday lashed out 
at the United Nations Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
that oversees die dismantling 
of Iraq’s weapons of mass 

destruction and said that his 

country will not accept the 
old inspection system as it 
used to be. 

Addressing a gathering of 


Arab poets on behalf of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
Mr. Ramadan urged 
UNSCOM to be “balanced 
and accurate" in its reports to 
tbe U.N. Security Council 

“The UNSCOM mission in 
Iraq should be balanced Its 
judgements should express 
justice and reality, Mr. 
Ramadan said. 

Mr. Ramadan accused the 
U.S. of trying to prolong the 
sanctions “without any pre- 
text and despite, the fxt that 


Iraq has fulfilled its commit- 
ments towards the UJN.” 

He chatged that the U.N. 
has not fulfilled its commit- 
ments towards Iraq because 
of U.S. pressure. 

The Iraqi official said that 
Iraq’s Oct. 29 decision to 
expel U.S. inspectors from 
Iraq was a “revolt” aimed at 
making its view beard by the 
worid community. 

‘The Special Commis- 
sion's repeats should not be 
made on orders by the Amer- 


ican inspectors who are 
working with intelligence 
circles. Tbe U.S. has no right 
to dictate to the U.N. its poli- 
cy towards Iraq,” he added 

“Iraq’s voice should be 
heard clearly; We have the 
right to tell the worid oo 
more sanctions to enable us 
to return to the worid com- 
munity," the Iraqi official 
added 

Asked whether Iraq will 
allow UNSCOM to Inspect 
presidential palaces as the 


Americans demand. Ml 
R amadan said that Iraq will 
turn down such requests. 

Responding to a question 
on Tareq Aziz’s visit to Syria, 
the first since 1978. Mr. 
Ramadan said Iraq wants to 
maintain good relationship 
with all Arab countries, 
including Syria. 

“We are optimistic that our 
relationship with Arab stares 
will improve sooner or later. 
This is a natural thing.” 


Minister unveils 
JD 1.95b draft budget, 
expenditure at JD 1.987b 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Monday unveiled a JD1.95 
billion draft budget for fiscal 
1998 registering an increase 
JD105 million (5.7 per 
cent) over the 1997 budget, 
and a deficit of JD37 million, 
down from JD65 million in 
1997. 

Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez released die 
figures after the budget was 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers at Monday’s ses- 
sion. He said expenditure for 
1998 is expected to be JD1.987 
billion. 

Noting that the draft will be 
referred to Parliament next 
month for approval, the min- 
ister said that tbe deficit was 
within targets set by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 


which is supervising the 
Kingdom’s economic 
reforms programme intro- 
duced in 1989. 

Mr. Hafez noted that JD196 
million included in the rev- 
enues will be coming in the 
form of cash and technical 
aid, down fiom JD200 mil- 
lion in 1997. 

Out of the current expendi- 
tures of JD1.987 billion 
JD12565 billion will be recur- 
rent expenses and JD422 mil- 
lion will be capital expendi- 
ture. 

According to Mr. Hafez the 
increase in the total amount of 
capital expenditure will be 1 1 
per cent over last year's fig- 
ures. pointing out that the 
increase resulted from a deci- 
sion to increase spending on 


social, education, health, 
tourism and youth sectors. 

Mr. Hafez pointed out that 
the recurrent expenses 
include for the first time sub- 
sidies for universities and 
municipalities. Without such 
subsidies the increase in 
recurrent expenditure will not 
exceed 3.5 per cent over the 
1997 figures. 

He said the budget main- 
tains subsidies on foodstuffs 
such as bread. 

Mr. Hafez noted that the 
draft budget was first revised 
and endorsed by the Consul- 
tative Council entrusted with 
overseeing the general budget 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali before it 
was referred to the Council of 
Ministers for approval. 


Majali stresses importance 
of water sector investment 


PETRA (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said on Monday that Jordan is 
totally committed to the peace 
making process “as this is our 
strategic option based on a 
just, durable and comprehen- 
sive peace that guarantees die 
future of the whole people of 
the region.” 

Addressing a conference of 
donors at the ancient city of 
Petra to discuss aid to Jor- 
dan’s water projects. Dr. 
Majali said that the agree- 
ments which Jordan signed 
with Israel “are of vital 
importance for our mutual 
relationship,” adding that Jor- 
dan considers social and eco- 
nomic development as consti- 
tuting the cornerstone in the 
regional, local and interna- 
tional agenda. He stressed 
that (be water sector is consid- 
ered die most important sec- 
tor because of its impact on 
Jordan’s economic develop- 
ment 

Dr Majali expressed the 
Kingdom's appreciation of 
the international community’s 
support for Jordan in safe- 


guarding its water resources. 

Referring to Jordan’s devel- 
opment plans, the prime min- 
ister stressed that the King- 
dom’s efforts are focused on 
incorporating the national 
economy with the global 
economy but he noted "devel- 
opment can only be achieved 
through the execution of 
water projects which are nec- 
essary for Jordan's agricultur- 
al production.” 

“It is rather difficult to 
imagine bow Jordan can be 
committed to supplying 
exports to Europe under the 
just concluded Jordan-EU 
association agreement with- 
out national waier projects," 
said the prime minister. 

He expressed hope that tbe 
donor countries will remain 
committed towards providing 
assistance to the Kingdom, 
helping it to develop its water 
sector, adding “we deeply 
appreciate the world commu- 
nity’s assistance to Jordan 
because it reflects confidence 
in the country and the peace 
process it is pursuing in the 
region.” 


Referring to the water 
agreement with Israel, Dr. 
Majali said; “We have suc- 
ceeded in settling the dispute 
over water through joint com- 
mittees that tackled the water 
problems in the Jordan River 
Basin and the Jordan Rift 
Valley." 

He noted that the time has 
come for all parties concerned 
in tire Middle East peace 
process to start a dialogue 
designed to settle all outstand- 
ing differences over water and 
begin a new era of coopera- 
tion to ensure the stability of 
the region. 

At the meeting in Petra, Jor- 
dan unveiled a multi-billion 
dinar water sector investment 
programme to be implement- 
ed over the years, 1 997-201 1 . 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddadin on 
Sunday presented the estimat- 
ed JD 3.4 billion programme 
to the 1 00 participants includ- 
ing Arab and European 
ambassadors and other repre- 
sentatives of donw bodies. 


3 guerrillas killed, 2 civilians 
wounded in southern Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
soldiers killed three Lebanese 
fighters in a pre-dawn skirmish 
Monday in a second day of 
fighting in Israeli-occupied 
south Lebanon, the Israeli army 
said 

An Israeli tank opened fire cm 
a squad of guerrillas from the 
Shiite Muslim group Hizbollah 
who entered the western sector 
of the self-declared Israeli 
“security zone,” an army 
spokesman said 

In Beirut, Hizbollah issued a 
statement confirming the clash, 
but said the casualties were on 


die Israeli side. This was denied 
by Israeli military sources. 

T\vo civilians were also 
wounded in an Israeli bom- 
bardment Monday, Lebanese 
police said 

The two men, who were 
(ending their flocks on the Hen- 
niyeh-Zibqin road about 10 
kilometres south of Tyre, had 
tried to take cover in a nearby 
Nepalese post of the UJ9. 
peacekeeping force UNIFIL, 
the police said 

The police added that an 
Israeli aircraft had fired two air- 
to-ground missiles during the 


attack on an anti-aircraft posi- 
tion manned by Hizbollah. It 
was the 58th such Israeli air 
raid since the sum of the year. 

In a two-hour skirmish 
between Israeli forces and 
Lebanese guerrillas inside the 
security zone Sunday, an Israeli 
tank killed four members of 
another Shiite group, Amal. 

In response to Sunday’s loss- 
es, Amal and Hizbollah fired 
mortars and rockets at positions 
of the Israeli army and its allied 
Lebanese militia, ihe South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), 
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^ Iraq’s deputy prime minister wraps up world tour, declares mission a success 
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AMMAN (R) — Iraq’s 
^puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz was due to return to 
Baghdad on Monday after a 
whidwind world tour which 
k said rallied widespread 
support for Iraq. 

"The cause of Iraq is better 
bwwn now than it was sever- 
al weeks ago," Ml Aziz said 
ui Amman, his last stop on a 
lw o-week diplomatic shuttle 
P^ropted by a crisis over 
“N’s expulsion of American 
[Ambers of L5.N. weapons 
teams. 

Ml Aziz said tbe show- 


down with foe United 
Nations had revealed a clear 
Arab rejection of military 
action against Baghdad, 
backed by growing sympathy 
for Iraq and frustration with 
U.S. policies in the Middle 

EasL , . . 

Other states also showed 

understanding for Iraq, he 

^During the crisis, and the 
drama around the crisis, peo- 
ple paid more attention, lis- 
tened to us better than they 
did before and they know tiie 
realities better than they did 


before.” Mr. Aziz said on 
Sunday after talks with King 
Hussein. 

“That is good progress,” he 
told Jordan Television. 

Iraq’s expulsion of the U.S. 
inspectors, whom it accused 
of spying, led to American 
warnings of military retalia- 
tion. But the showdown 
appeared to ease when Iraq 
allowed tbe inspectors back 
in on Thursday under an 
agreement with Russia. 

Both Russia and France 
have called for Iraq to be 
shown that compliance with 


tbe U.N. will be rewarded. 

But the U.S. and Britain, 
continuing to build up mili- 
tary forces in the Gulf, said 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein bad backed down and 
denied he won any conces- 
sions. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq’s “legiti- 
mate concerns and balanced 
requests” for a clear pro- 
gramme towards lifting of 
sanctions — imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990 
— had still to be met. 

He also warned the crisis 
could re-ignite **if the United 


States and the elements influ- 
enced by it in the [U.N.] Spe- 
cial Commission persist in 
their obstructive position.” 

The U.N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) arms 
inspectors, charged with dis- 
mantling Baghdad's weapons 
of mass destruction, must 
complete their work before 
sanctions can be lifted. 

Washington has accused 
Iraq of obstructing 
UNSCOM operations. Iraq 
says Washington is deliber- 
ately slowing the committee's 
wok to put off the day when 


sanctions end. 

Despite warning that the 
crisis was not over, Mr. Aziz 
said there was “almost una- 
nimity" in the Arab Worid 
against any U.S. military 
strikes against Iraq. 

“This actually expresses the 
frustration of tbe Arab World, 
(of] the Arab masses and gov- 
ernments, with the American 
policy in the region, which 
has not been fruitful and bal- 
anced," he said. 

Arab unease at Washing- 
ton’s renewed show of mili- 
tary might in the region was 


reinforced by frustration at 
perceived U.S. reluctance to 
get lough with Israel over 
stalled peace talks. 

At the height of the Iraq- 
U.N. showdown, most Arab 
stales were boycotting a U.S.- 
backed Middle East econom- 
ic conference aimed at 
increasing Israeli integration 
in the region. 

Mr. Aziz, who visited Paris, 
New York. Moscow, Rabat 
and Cairo, also made his first 
official visit for 18 years to 
Damascus — a long-time 
regional rival which con- 


tributed troops to the 1991 
U.S.-led coalition which 
ousted Iraqi troops from 
KuwaiL 

His visit was seen as a blow 
to U.S. efforts to maintain 
Iraq’s isolation in the Arab 
Worid. 

“I feel that the Arabs better 
felt the grievances of Iraq vis- 
a-vis the endless work on the 
Special Commission [and] 
the deliberate procrastination 
which turned the matter into 
an endless dark tunnel,” Me 
A ziz said. 
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Egypt demands clarification 
from Qatar as row deepens 


CAIRO f AFP i — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
asked Qatar for clarifica- 
tion after it accused Egypt 
of involvement in a 19% 
bid to topple the Qatari 
government, press repons 
said Monday. 

"Foreign Minister Amr 
Mussa has summoned the 
Qatari ambassador in Cairn 
and asked him to clarify his 
government's position 
within 4S hours." Mr. 
Mubarak said, according to 
the pro- government 

evening daily A I Messa. 

A war of words broke out 
between Egypt and Qatar 
over Cairo’s criticism of the 
Middle East economic con- 
ference which Doha hosted 
earlier this month. 


The forum was boycotted 
by most Arab countries, 
including regional key 
power brokers Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, because of 
Israel's participation. 

Before the Nov. 16- IS 
forum opened Qatar sug- 
gested that Egypt backed 
the February 1996 coup. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jas*em 
Thani said an Egyptian 
press campaign against 
Doha in the weeks preced- 
ing the conference was 
“aimed at Qatar particularly 
after the failure of the 
coup." 

Sheikh Hamad later said 
that Egypt's calls to cancel 
the forum were concerned 
with “senline scores." 


President Mubarak 
denied any Egyptian role in 
the failed bid to topple the 
Qatari government and .said 
two Egyptians suspected of 
involvement were "retired 
army officers w ho had tem- 
porary work cumracts with 
the Qatari government.'* 

The war of words intensi- 
fied w ith Mr. Mussa saying 
on Wednesday that Egypt 
"would not let pass insults” 
from Qatar. 

"I will not comment on 
the insults, but we w ill react 
[to them].” Mr. Mussa said. 

On Saturday Qatar again 
levelled charges against 
Egypt, accusing Cairo of 
forcing the cancellation of a 
meeting between the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council 


fGCCi states. Egypt and 
Syria that was scheduled m 

take place in Doha in 
December. 

"Egypt his used pressure 
against Aran countries to 
boycott the Doha confer- 
ence and now it is trying to 
prevent the staging in Qatar 
of a meeting of the Damas- 
cus Declaration countries.” 
Qatar’s official daily Al 
Raya reported. 

A Gulf diplomat said list 
week that the meeting of 
the eight countries — 
which were united in 
opposing Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait — was to be 
postponed until late 
December or early January 
because of the row. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


France to press Israel to respect accords 

TEL AVTV' i AFP) — French Foreign Minister Hubert \edrine 
arrived here Monday for a visit during which he is expected to 
press Israeli leaders to move the peace process forwards by 
respecting agreements with the Palestinians, officials said. The 
visit by Mr. Vedrine. his first to the region since the new 
French government came to power in June, comes against a 
backdrop of mounting concern in Europe at the persistent 
deadlock in the Middle East peace process. Straight after his 
arrival, the French foreign minister had a working lunch with 
his Israeli counterpart. David Levy. That was due to be fol- 
lowed by meetings with several Israeli politicians, including 
opposition leader Ehud Barak. 

Hamas slams Israel for ‘terrorism'’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( AFP) — The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) accused Israel on Monday of “terrorism” 
for its determination to expand Jew ish settlements in Arab east 
Jerusalem and for attacks in Lebanon. “The series of Zionist 
terrorism continues in occupied east Jerusalem and south 
Lebanon, targeting civilians and breaking all human values 
and international norms,” Hamas said in a stare mem received 
by AFP. Hamas accused Israel of “stepping up the pace of set- 
tlement activity in the heart of Jerusalem and threatening fur- 
ther confiscations and large-scale expulsions” of Palestinians. 

k German-born man strangled in Algeria* 

PARIS i Agencies') — Hooded attackers strangled to death a 
German-bom septuagenarian at his home in Algeria, an Alger- 
ian newspaper said on Monday. The attackers btefcr into the 
man’s home, gagged his Algerian wife and killed him. The 
attack took place on Saturday in .Ain AJ Hajar town in Saida 
prov ince. 340 kilometres southwest of Algiers, said AI Waian. 
quoting security officials. The victim was named as Moham- 
mad Amine Hoffman, a German who settled in Algeria in 1 952 
when he left the French Foreign Legion and married an Alger- 
ian woman. He convened to fclam 36 years ago, the newspa- 
per said. 

Iran authorities dose office of dissident deric 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities have closed an office 
of a dissident Shiite Muslim cleric after he challenged the 
country's supreme leader. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, a newspa- 
per reported Monday. A special court for the clergy ordered the 
closure of the office belonging to Ayatollah Hossein Ali Mon- 
cazeri and the seizure of its property in the holy city of Mash- 
had in northeastern Iran, the conservative Qods daily said. The 
paper also recalled threats by Ali RazinL head of a special tri- 
bunal for clerics, to investigate Ayatollah Moniazeri after he 
raised questions about the constitution. 

500,000 illegal foreigners leave S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — More than half a million foreigners violating 
Saudi Arabia's immigration laws have left the kingdom since 
a three-month amnesty which expired last month was 
announced, Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef said. Prince 
Nayef said another 300.000 illegal foreigners took advantage 
of the grace period which expired on Oct. 17 to legalise their 
stay in the country. "His Highness said the result of the cam- 
paign was the departure of more than 500,000 people living in 
the country illegally,” the official Saudi press agency reported. 


Netanyahu aides to 
present today new 
peace ideas to Egypt 



TEL AW (AFP l — Senior 
aides to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu will 
travel to Cairo Tuesday to try 
to gamer Egyptian support 
for new proposals to break the 
stalemate in the Israeli- Pales- 
tinian peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu's office said 
Cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh and diplomatic advi- 
sor Lzi .Arad would meet in 
Cairo with Ossama Baz, Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak's top 
advisor. 

A brief government state- 
ment said the talks would be 
"a continuation” of a tele- 
phone conversation last w eek 
between Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Muhaiak. 

.After the phone call Presi- 
dent Mubarak said Mr. 
Netanyahu had told him to 
expect a “new proposal” from 
Israel in the coining days to 
break the months-Iong dead- 
lock in Israeli-Palestinian 
peace efforts. 

Earlier Monday Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office confirmed 
that the government was will- 
ing to transfer a modest 
amount of additional West 
Bank territory to the Pales- 
tinians as required under 
interim peace accords and to 
slow down Jewish settlement 


building in disputed areas. 

In exchange. Israel will 
demand that the Palestinians 
enter into accelerated negotia- 
tions on a final peace agree- 
ment and forego further 
Israeli troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank until the 
negotiations are complete. 

Mr. Netanyahu had refused 
to Nidge on either the troop 
withdrawal or settlement 
issue for months, saying 
Israel would only take such 
steps if the Palestinians took 
tougher action against armed 
militants. 

The Palestinians have 
already rejected as insuffi- 
cient the 8-10 per cent of 
additional West Bank land 
Israel appears willing to hand 
ov er ai this stage of die peace 
negotiations'. 

But Palestinian Coopera- 
tion Minister Nabil Shaath 
said the Palestinians were 
willing to discuss “serious” 
pullback proposals from 
Israel. 

Interim peace accords 
require Israel to withdraw by 
mid- 1 998 from all of the West 
Bank, except for Jewish set- 
tlements and military zones. 
Palestinians say this should 
pit at least 90 per cent of the 
territorv under their control. 


SHEIKH YASSIN LEADS PROTEST: Hamas founder Sheikh Ahmed Yassin is carried by assistants during a 
demonstration by Palestinian women calling for the release of their sons from Israeli jails Monday. More than 
4.000 Palestinian prisoners are in the Israeli jails (Reuters photo) 


Sudanese rebel leader makes 
groundbreaking visit to Egypt 


CAIRO *AFP) — Sudanese 
rebel leader John Garun g. w ho 
heads the Sudan People's Lib- 
eration .Army iSPLA). arrived 
here Monday on an unprece- 
dented visit for talk* with 
Egyptian officials. Sudanese 
opposition spokesmen said. 

“Colonel Gurang is now in 
Egypt. It was confirmed to us 
by his political advisor 
Mansur Khaled." the head of 
the SPLA political bureau in 
Cairo. Divar Dene Divar. told 
AFP. 

Faruq Abu Issa. spokesman 
for the opposition National 
Democratic Alliance tNDA;. 
told AFP that Col. Garang 
arrived at dawn for a week- 
long visit during which he will 
hold talks with Egyptian offi- 
cials. SPLA and opposition 
leaders. 

Contacts w ere underway for 
Col. Garang to visit other .Arab 
countries to discuss with 
regional leaders his goal of 


achieving a separation of state 
and religion and self-determi- 
nation for southern Sudan, 
which has raised concern in 
Egypt and other .Arab coun- 
tries. Mr. Abu Issa said 

Co!. Garaii'j has been the 
head of the SPLA since 1983. 
when the group took up arms 
to end domination of the main- 
ly Christian and animist south- 
ern Sudan by the Arabised. 
Muslim norm. 

He has been fighting the 
Islamist -led government in 
Khartoum to set up an inde- 
perdeni state in southern 
Sudan in a 14-year-old con- 
flict which has directly or indi- 
rectly claimed around one mil- 
lion lives. 

SPLA representatives held 
inconclusive peace talks with 
Khartoum officials in Nairobi 
earlier this month. 

The main stumbling block 
was the SPL.A’s determination 
to link its specific demands for 


a loose confederation of 
autonomous states and an end 
to Islamic sharia (iavvi to the 
wider agenda of the northern 
ND.A opposition parties, who 
want greater democracy for 
Sudan as a w hole. 

"The visit will allow the 
Egyptian people and all Arab 
peoples to get to know j first- 
hand; the positions and con- 
victions of one of the leaders 
of Sudan towards the deirux:- 
ratic future of Sudan." Mr. 
Abu Issa said. 

He admitted that Col. 
Carting's determination to srt 
up ;t confederation "raised 
concern in Egypt” and said the 
SPLA leader's visit to Cairo 
will help clear the air. 

“Egy pt is opposed to any 
divisions in Sudan. Garang 's 
call for a confederation raised 
concern in Egypt that it will 
lead to divisions." Mr. Abu 
Issa said. 

Col. GaranE's call for a con- 


federation was "a lactic aimed 
at reaching a comprehensive 
agreement between all the 
people in Sudan in a bid to 
restore democracy, end the 
war and spread peace. " he 
said. 

"The visit comes ai an 
appropriate time to allow 
Garang to personally respond 
to the legitimate concern in 
Egypt over his call for a con- 
federation." Mr. Abu Issa 
added. 

The ND.A spokesman also 
said he thanked "Egypt's lead- 
ers and people for making this 
visit possible because it is also 
a chance to reinforce relations 
between Egypt and Sudan and 
confirm their... dcmccratic 
future." Mr. Abu Issa d:d rex 
rule out a meeting between 
Col. Garang and President 
Hosni Mubarak who has 
repeatedly voiced his opposi- 
tion to any attempt to divide 
Sudan. Africa's biggest nation. 


Justice denied by Saudi court system, Amnesty report charges 


AMMAN (J.T.) — "You 
are arrested for political 
activities without a warrant, 
thrown into a cell for years 
without a trial, and tortured 
into signing a confession. If 
you are lucky enough to get 
a trial, it will be held behind 
closed doors and you won't 
see a lawyer. If you are 
accused of a serious crime, 
you could be executed at a 
moment's notice, be lashed 
or have your limbs ampu- 
tated. 

“This is the reality faced 


by many people caught in 
the web of the Saudi Arabi- 
an justice system, where 
even the most basic right to 
be presumed innocent until 
proven guilty does not 
exist.” Amnesty 

International said today. 
The justice system is bla- 
tantly unfair from start to 
finish — from the time 
someone is arrested to the 
end of their trial. 

In a report to be released 
today (Nov. 25) under the 
title "Behind Closed Doors: 


Unfair Trials in Saudi Ara- 
bia.” Amnesty International 
repons how such a system 
has encouraged arbitrary 
arrest and detention of 
political suspects, and facil- 
itated the widespread use of 
torture, flogging, amputa- 
tion and executions." 

"When the two British 
nurses. Deborah Parry and 
Lucille McLauchlan, were 
given access to lawyers 
before their trial began, we 
hoped that this would set a 
precedent for defendants 


throughout Saudi Arabia to 
have the opportunity of 
legal defence. This, howev- 
er. has not been the case.” 
Amnesty International said. 
While the two nurses' case 
was being scrutinised by 
international media for 
almost a year at least 1 J 7 
people whose cases were 
shrouded in secrecy were 
executed during this same 
period. 

“Most of those executed 
were foreign workers from 
developing countries as 


well as other vulnerable 
sectors. They included 
Soleha Anam Kudiran, a 
30-year-old Indonesian 
maid, whose death sentence 
was secretly ratified in 
August by a royal decree. 
She was secretly executed a 
month later while the nurs- 
es’ case was in the public 
eye. Along with the other 
116 executed she did not 
have access to lawyers at 
any stage of her trial." 
Amnesty said. 

"No one. save the govem- 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 — --Sandokan 

14:30.... C-R.O. 

15:00 -Skippy 

15:30 .The Album Show 

16 JO — Square OneT.V. 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 .News in French 

19 JO .News Headlines 

I9J5 You Bet Your Life 

20:00 ....Doc. — Skeleton Coast 

20J0 ...Encounter 

21:10 Hollywood Remembers 

22:00 - News in English 

22130 Magaret Volant 

23:15 The Guilty 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:47 Fajr 

06:08 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:22. Dhuhr 

14: L3 _‘Asr 

16J7 - .Maghreb 

17:58 *Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


JORDAN HIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Maeomlogy 
Skies will be cloudy to partly 


cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers, and winds south- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaha, winds will be southerly- 
moderate to active and seas 
rough. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


10/19 

15/27 

06/20 

16/28 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 27 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 32 per 
cenL Aqaba 27 percenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. KhalflAlTuduq 757253 

Dr WafiqQaddisni — 893542 

Dr Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Dr. Bahjal Bader 832642 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy —637055 
Al Salam pharmacy . m . 6367 30 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....625672 


IRBED: 

Dr. GhaaTa’amnefa 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy f — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn VValid Nabhan .995743 

Khafifeh pharmacy ..—9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 6611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — -630341 

ChU Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 191 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police —.84 341)2 

Traffic PoOce ..„ — 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality- Com- 
plaints — 787111 

Telephone Information f direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 


661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority' — 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority' 

,815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen .Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
SI 38 13/32 

Khafidi Maternity W42S1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441 C 

Jabal Amman M&ternitv 

.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani >..607071 

Shmefcani Hospital 669131 

University" Hospital S45S45 

AI-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AI-AhlLAbdaii 66416^6 

Italian. Al-Muh^jreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir - 775 1 1 1/26 

Army, Marks .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery S65 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt- Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

CbnSina Hospital ..i09'i 9S6732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

1 02/272275 

Ibn Al NaTees Hospital 

-.102)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
.AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15— — Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

KkOO Aqaba laddj(RJ) 

10:05 -Muscat, Dubai (RJj 

10*.05 BeixuuRJ) 

10:15 ....- Doha. Bahrain i RJ ) 

14:20 Kuala Lumpur i add mRJ) 
16:20 -..Cairo i RJ) 


17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ 1 
17:30 —London. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Other Flights 

14 J5 —Istanbul <TK> 

14:40 - Munich (YP I 

16 JO Rome(AZ) 

16:45 Tunis. Damascus iadd) iTV i 
18 JO .. Dubai. Damascus lEK) 
20:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:10 .Beirut iMEi 

20:40 - Cairo (MS) 

22:20 London i BAj 

23:35 -..-Amsterdam tKL.i 

23:35 LamacaiCYi 


Royal Wings (KlYj Flights 

07:45 AqabaiRWf 

09:05 .... AmmantQAlAMRWi 
09J0 Amman i Marka Airport ) 
|RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv 

(RWj 

18 JO .... Amman f QALA ) (RWi 

21:20 Aqaba i RW I 

22:50 .Amman (Marka Airport i 
iRWl 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beiruti RJ) 

07:25 Aqaba (add) iRJ.t 


mem of Saudi Arabia^ 
knows how many peoples 
are awaiting execution iri 
Saudi .Arabian jails, but 
they include Sarah Demar- 
era. a 24-year-old Filipino 
national, who was convict- 
ed of murdering her 

employer in 1992. They 
could also include a group 
of Pakistani nationals, 

including women, who 
have been held in secret on 
drug offences, punishable 
by death.” 


08:25 Amsterdam. New York iRJ» : 

11:15 Vienna. Brussels l RJ) , 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ l •' 

12:10 J’aristRTl \ 

12:15 London (RJ) ; 

12 JO .Cairo (RJ) 1 

12 JO -Frankfort (RJ) • 

19J0 -Jeddah (RJ) ; 

19J0 Abu Dhabi. Kuala | 
Lumpur i add) i RJ) ! 

20:20 .Larnaca(RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RD 
04:00 Jeddah fadd) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

02:25 Amsterdam (KL) j 

03:00 - Athens (OA) . 

15:40 Munich (YP) ‘ 

15:45 JstanbuJ (TKi ! 

17J0 Rome <AZ) ! 

17:45 .Tunis (add) (TU) 

19J0 -....Dubai (HO 

21 JO -TdAviv(LT0 

21:40 —Cairo (MS) 

Royal W mgs (RW) FBgfos j 
06:45 Amman (Marka AnpoflJ 
(RWj 

08:15 .AqatafRW) 

09J0 ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
|RVT> 

17:55 ..JIB Aviv (RW) 

20 JO ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) ! 
21 JO Aqaba (RW) j 
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Handicapped children parti^fpate 
in festival to mark King’s birthday 


l \aviin i«* curried In 


MM AN (Petra) — 
amlicapped children 
m 12 centres spon- 
ored by the Ministry of 
ocial Development and 
ie Jordan Sports Federa- 
ion for the Handicapped 
.londay held a festival in 
hich they presented 
dlklore activities as their 
ontribution to the coun- 
celebration of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
162nd birthday. 

At the festival, which 
was attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali, Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad 
Mamser, and other offi- 
cials. the children sang 
national songs, performed 
the dabkeh national 
dance, and took part in 
competitions. 

HRH Prince Firas. the 
Kine’s health secretary, 
opened the celebration by 
thanking all the public * 
and private organisations 
that have been contribut- 
ing to the rehabilitation of 
the handicapped children. 
Since its establishment 



Children participating in the festival sponsored by the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment perform the national dance, while Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and 
Japanese Ambassador Takayuki Kimura look on (Petra photo) 


>ns from Isradi jaiU \i„ n l in 1981, the federation 

J -' has succeeded in creating 
12 clubs featuring special 


ier makes 

■it to Egyn 


facilities and equipment 
and sports halls for hand- 
icapped children around 
the country. Prince Firas 
stated. 

Large numbers of hand- 
icapped children benefit 


from these facilities 
under the supervision of 
experts, he said, noting 
that one of the Jordanian 
handicapped athletes won 
a silver medal in the 1996 
Olympics held in Atlanta 
in the U.S. 

Efforts are being inten- 
sified for further success- 
es at the Sydney 
Olympics, scheduled for 
the year 2000. he added. 

Dr. Mamser said the fes- 


tival symbolises the coun- 
try's plans to help the 
handicapped become 
incorporated into society. 

The minister expressed 
his appreciation to the 
Japan International Coop- 
eration Agency (JICA) 
for its continued aid to 
the handicapped and the 
various public and private 
institutions that have 
been lending a helping 
hand to handicapped chil- 


dren. 

Japanese ambassador 
Takayuki Kimura referred 
to his country's assistance 
to Jordanian institutions, 
including those caring for 
the handicapped. 

He also pointed out that 
a large number of Japan- 
ese volunteers have been 
instrumental in providing 
assistance to the rehabili- 
tation of the disabled in 
the Kingdom. 
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German book expo opens at UJ 

AMMAN (Petra) — A book exhibi- 
tion featuring works by German 
authors was opened Monday at the 
University of Jordan. The exhibition, 
which was organised by tlie Goethe 
Institute and the Faculty of Engineer- 
ing. includes almosr 175 topics cover- 
ing architectural engineering. 

Rain predicted for today 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Heavy rainshow- 
ers are expected today, according to 
Meteorology Department sources. 
They said the weather will be partly 
cloudy to cloudy with thunderstorms 
in different parts of the Kingdom. 
Winds will be southeasterly moderate 
to active. 

Donors to A1 Amal Centre 
honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — The executive 
council of the General Union For Vol- 


untary Societies (GUVS) Monday 
honoured 63 donors at A1 Amal Can- 
cer Centre for their assitance to the 
centre. They were presented with cer- 
tificates of appreciation for their sup- 
portive efforts and voluntary work. 
Artending the ceremony was Minister 
of Social Development Mohammad 
Mamser. 

Mu'tah U. to hold population 
workshop today 

MUTAH (Petra) — Mu'tah Universi- 
ty is scheduled to hold a workshop 
today on the population in Jordan. 
The seminar is organised by the Gen- 
eral Statistics Department and the 
United Nations and will discuss three 
working papers on population, family 
relations, and the economy. 

Arab Youth Forum holds meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Youth 
Forum (AYF) Monday held a meeting 
in which the forum's coming activi- 


ties were discussed. Of the group’s 
membership, 150 people decided to 
campaign by the end of this month. 

Gazans allowed to use 
King Hussein Bridge 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security 
Department (PSD) sources Monday 
announced that Gazans are allowed to 
enter and exit Jordan via the King 
Hussein Bridge on Sundays, Tues- 
days. and Thursdays of each week. 
The PSD sources said the bridge will 
be open for them from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Japanese delegation visits RSS 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation of 
the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) Monday visited the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) and 
met with acting President Seyfiddin 
Muaz. The delegation members were 
briefed on RSS activities and duties to 
the local communirv. 


Cabinet approves retirement of civil 
servants under provisions of plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers' Mon- 
day approved requests by 
89 civil servants for retire- 
ment under the provisions 
of a government plan to 
encourage retirement by 
employees who have com- 
pleted the minimum num- 
ber of years in public ser- 
vice. 

A statement after the ses- 
sion said the 89 have 
decided to resign to bene- 
fit from the offer, which 
gives them five annual 
increments altogether to 
be added to their salaries 


before their serv ice ends. 

The pension in this case 
will be calculated on the 
total aggregate, according 
to the statement. 

The government has said 
the offer was intended to 
give employees u chance 
to work for the private sec- 
tor or seek jobs abroad. 

However, the govern- 
ment will only approve 
requests for retirement 
upon the recommendation 
of the concerned minister 
and depending on whether 
these employees are still 
needed for their present 


jobs. 

A male employee is enti- 
tled to a pension after 
serving at least 20 years in 
public office, while the 
required minimum number 
of years for a female is 15. 

In its session Monday, 
the Cabinet also approved 
a financial agreement 
signed on Nov. 9 by the 
Jordanian and German 
governments whereby 
Germany will provide Jor- 
dan with a DM43 million 
loan to help finance water 
projects for the Amman 
region. 


Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munfher Had- 
dadin was authorised to 
sign ihe agreement on 
behalf of the government. 

The Cabinet gave its 
consent to Jordan's partic- 
ipation in a cultural festi- 
val to be held next month 
in the United Arab Emi- 
rates and approved a 
request by Jordanian 
ambassador to Egypt 
Nayef Qadi to retire. 

Mr. Qadi was appointed 
as a member of the Senate 
earlier this week. 


Nuclear technology in water resource 
management examined at meeting 


AMMAN (Petra i — The 
Consultative Committee 
of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
( 1 AE A ) Monday opened a 
four-day meeting in 
Amman to discuss the 
employment of nuclear 
technology in the man- 
agement ’ of water 
resources. 

The meeting is being 
held at the Centre for 
Environmental Health 
Activities (CEHA), 
which is affiliated with 
the World Health Organi- 
sation (WHO), and is 
attended by delegates 
from seven Middle East- 
ern nations, including 
Jordan. 

The delegates are 
scheduled to discuss 
research activities in the 
water sector that were 
sponsored by the IAEA in 
the Near East region over 
the past decade, as well as 
the requirements for 
developing this sector. 

The meeting will refer 
recommendations in this 
respect to the Vienna- 
based IAEA with requests 
for support to the panic i- 
pating countries' national 
programmes. 

Director of the central 
laboratories at the Water 
Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) Hassan Amr. who 
opened the meeting on 
behalf of Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Munlher Haddadin, 
underlined the need for 
efficiency in managing 
and developing water 
resources, noting that the 
countries of this region 
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WHAT’S GOING ON B 


MEDIA FORUM 

* "Media Forum” (in Arabic) at the Amer- 
ican Center auditorium. Abdoun. at 4:00 
p.m. (Panelists Hakara Khair, formerly sec- 
retary general of the 12th Parliament and 
currently spokesman of the National Consti- 
tutional Party and Dr. Sari Naser. professor 
of sociology at the University of Jordan. Mr. 
Hakarn Khair will discuss the political com- 
position of the newly-elected Parliament and 
Dr. Sari Naser will share his insights on the 
social and cultural implications of the 1 3th 
Parliament’s composition ). 

WORLD DIALOGUE 

* United States Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Bill Richardson, will participaie in 
a live Woridnet television interview ai the 
American Center auditorium. Abdoun. at 
5:00 p.m. (Ambassador Richardson will 
answer questions from journalists in Lon- 
don, Amman and Ankara on the United 1 
Stales’ policy on Iraq. The Jordanian jour- 
nalists who will question Richardson will be 
Ms. Suzanne Afaneh of Jordan Television 
and Ms. Caroline Faraj of Al Ra’i daily). 

FILM 

* “Ryan’s D augh ter** at the British Coun- 
cil Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

FIFTH JORDANIAN 

THE ATRE FESTIVAL 

* Two plays entitled “Yarma” and “Live in 
Autumn" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
6: 00pjn. and 8:00 p.m.. respectively. 

TWELFTH ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

* Two films entitled “La bionda (The 
Blonde) and “Uamico immaguiario’ ("Hie 
Aginary Friend), with subtitles in English, 
at Samir Al Rifa’i auditorium. University of 
Jordan at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.. respec- 
tively ; 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR/CHOIR 

* Annual Christmas charity bazaar by the 
American Union of Amman at the Mairiot 
Hotel on Friday, Nov. 28 (11:00 a.m.-+:00 
p.m.). 

* Annual Christmas classical choir at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday (3rd, 4th, 
6th and 7th Dec. '97) at S:00 p.m. 

BOOK EXHIBITION 

* 10th Annual Child Book Exhibition at 
the Ahliyyah School for Girls, Jabal Amman 
until Nov. 29. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Saadi AI-Kaabi at Orient 

Gallery (Tel. 68 1 303/4 ), until Dec. 4. 

* An exhibition of prints by Algerian artist 
Koraishi, and calligraphy by Iraqi artist Mas- 
soudi. inspired by the poems of Mahmoud 
Darwish, at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 31. Also displaying paintings by 
Jordanian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz, and works 
by contemporary Arab ait. 

* -portrait '97’ — works by over thirty 
Arab artists at Orfali Art Gallery, Umm 

Utheina. until Nov. 30. 

* Works by Khalid Khreis ar Institute Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* Exhibition of wallhangings and weav- 
inas by Bashar Kathem and others at Noor 
aF Hussein Foundation, off Wadi Saqra 
Street (Tel. 699131 12) until Dec. 4. 

* -Journey Within’* by Pakistani artist Gul- 
aee and his son sculptor Amin Gulgee, at the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts (Tel. 
630128). until Dec. 15. 

* Bani Hamida fall exhibition Encounter 
(displaying rugs designed by Japanese tex- 
tile designer Tomoko Jyoda) at Bani Hamida 
House, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 25 (Tel. 

658696/7)- 


Executive bureau 
of Arab women’s 
union opens meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Del- 
egates representing the 
executive bureau of the 
General Union of Arab 
Women opened a meet- 
ing in Amman Monday to 
discuss union activities 
and achievements since 
its last session in 1994. 

Topics on the agenda 
include the development 
of the non-governmental 
organisations at the Unit- 
ed Nations, the role of 
the union members at the 
various U.N. agencies in 
Geneva. Vienna, and 
New York, national and 
international pro- 

grammes for improving 
the status of women, the 
main obstacles facing 
women, and preparations 
for the union's second 
general assembly meet- 
ings. 

On behalf of Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Mamser, 
Farouk Naghawi 

addressed the delegates, 
who represent 16 Arab 
countries and regional 
and foreign organisa- 
tions. 

In a brief speech, Mr. 
Naghawi welcomed the 
delegates and expressed 
hope that Lhey would 
come up with recommen- 
dations that can boost 
common Arab action. 

Manal Abdul Razzaq, 
the union's secretary 


genera], praised HRH 
Princess Basma’s efforts 
in boosting the activities 
and the status of Arab 
w'omen. 

She underlined the 
need for solidarity 
among women in the 
Arab world to safeguard 
their national identity 
and for collaboration in 
activities that help 
women cope with the 
requirements of the com- 
ing cenrury. 

In her speech, Ms. 
Abdul Razzaq refereed to 
Palestine, stressing the 
union's commitment to 
upholding the rights of 
the Palestinian people. 

The Palestine problem 
cannot be settled in a just 
manner unless the Pales- 
tinian people have been 
granted the right to self- 
determination and the 
right to establish an inde- 
pendent state with 
Jerusalem serving as the 
capital, she said. 

Najwa Fawzi, president 
of the General Union of 
Jordanian Women, said 
the union needs to take 
stock of and revise its 
activities. 

She also called for soli- 
darity and close collabo- 
ration to confront ihe 
challenges facing the 
Arab Nation. 


all suffer from the prob- 
lem of insufficient water 
resources. 

Nuclear technology has 
proven to be very effec- 
tive in water research, he 
said, noting that Jordan 
has cooperated with the 
IAEA since the mid- 
1970s in carrying out a 
pilot project in the trans- 
fer of modern technology 
and applying it to ihe 
water sector. 

This cooperation has 


enabled the WAJ to build 
the necessary infrastruc- 
ture and create a central 
laboratory affiliated with 
the IAEA to carry out 
studies benefiting coun- 
tries in the western Asia 
region and the Arab 
states, according to Mr. 
Amr. 

An IAEA representative 
expressed the agency's 
readiness to support the 
WAJ laboratory pro- 
grammes to enable it to 


offer services and help to 
the research centres in the 
region. 

Taking pan in the meet- 
ing are delegates from 
Egypt. Oman, Iraq, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Iran, and Afghanistan, us 
well as the WAJ. dele- 
gates from Jordanian 
universities, and repre- 
sentatives from regional 
and international organi- 
sations. 



OPENING EXHIBITION: Her Royal Highness Princess Wijdan All Monday 
opens an exhibition of photographs to mark His Majesty King Hussein’s 62 birth- 
day at the National Orthodox School. The exhibition includes photos taken by stu- 
dents of different Jordanian touristic sites. Princess Wijdan also distributed gifts to 
22 students of the scientific club (Petra photo) 



ARAB BANK 


Arab Bank starts operations 
at Safeway - 7th Circle 



as from Tuesday 25, November, 1997 

Arab Bank 

Safeway - 7th Circle 

P.O.Box: 140025 Bayader Wadi Seer- Amman 11814 
Tel: 822901 - 822902, Fax: 822966 

We expand our network of branches and develop 
our services for your comfort 

Visit our website on the Internet at http://www.arabbank.com 
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4 World News 


Russia’s deputy finance minister 
quits after new boss named 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin met 
his new finance minister for 
the first rime Monday and 
said there was “a lot of 
truth” in criticism of his 
reformist government by 
the Communist-dominated 
opposition in parliament. 

He told the liberal new 
minister, economist Mikhail 
Zadornov, that some prob- 
lems had been “blown out 
of proportion,” urging 
deputies to ‘‘improve their 
work" and not concern 
themselves with rows, 
Interfax quoted Mr. Yeltsin 
as saying. 

Mr. Zadornov, a leading 
figure in the pro-market 
opposition, was named as 
finance minis ter Thursday 
to replace Anatoly Chubais, 
embroiled in a graft scandal 
over a $90,000 fee for a 
book on the privatisation 
programme he devised. 

Despite the scandal. Mr. 
Yeltsin retained Mr. 


Chubais as one of two first 
deputy prime ministers, cit- 
ing his contribution to eco- 
nomic reform. 

Until his appointment Mr. 
Zadornov chaired the bud- 
get committee of the state 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, where he was a 
fierce critic of the Mr. 
Chubais version of a new 
tax code and draft I99S 
budget, key planks in the 
government’s reform pro- 
gramme. 

Analysts expect the new 
minister to implement poli- 
cies different from those of 
his predecessor Mr. 
Chubais, the architect of 
Russia's market reforms, 
notably switching the tax 
burden from small firms to 
the lucrative monopoly con- 
cerns. 

The Duma has put off 
consideration of the budget 
until Dec. 5, making it 
increasingly unlikely the 
country would have adopted 


a finance bill in time for the 
next fiscal year. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said Last 
week the delays could force 
the government to seek 
emergency funding for the 
federal budget in the new 
year, warning that could 
cost the country $8.5 bil- 
lion. 

Meanwhile Sergei 

Shatalov quit as Russian 
deputy finance minister, 
saying Mr. Zadornov 
“wants to put his people in 
key posts in the ministry.” 
Interfax reported. 

Mr. Shatalov said be 
would most likely be 
replaced by Mikhail 
Motorin. until now the chief 
administrator on the Duma 
budget committee chaired 
by Mr. Zadornov until his 
cabinet appointment. 

Separately, the Russian 
security’ council will meet 
for the first time Tuesday 
since billionaire financier 


Boris Berezovsky was 
sacked from the influential 
body, Interfax said, citing 
the presidential press ser- 
vice. 

A consultative body 
chaired by Mr. Yeltsin, the 
security council groups 
senior ministers and top 
civil servants handling 
national security issues. 

Mr. Berezovsky, dumped 
on Nov. 5 in a Kremlin coup 
orchestrated by leading cab- 
inet reformers Mr. Chubais 
and Boris Nemtsov, had 
taken an active pan in nego- 
tiations with the breakaway 
Russian Republic of 
Chechenya. 

Mr. Nemtsov and Mr. 
Chubais accused Mr. 
Berezovsky of failing to 
separate business interests 
from his political post. 
Observers noted the uproar 
over the Chubais book deal 
was partly-orchestrated by 
media outlets owned by Mr. 

Berezovsky. 


Aung San Kyi vows to struggle 
on for democracy in Burma 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi vowed 
Monday to struggle on for 
democracy as riot police 
manned barbed-wire barri- 
cades near a National Day 
celebration at her resi- 
dence. 

Witnesses said 300 sup- 
porters of the main oppo- 
sition National League for 
Democracy (NLD) attend- 
ed the morning gathering, 
along with diplomats — 
including representatives 
from ASEAN members 
Thailand and the 
Philippines. 

Military authorities gave 
permission for 200 people 
io meet at her lakeside res- 
idential compound to cele- 
brate the 77th anniversary 
of National Day, which 
marks the birth of Burma’s 
independence movement. 
Security forces checked 
and photographed invitees 
at barricades posted on 
University Avenue. 

Nobody was turned away, 
they said. 

Aung San Suu Kyi said 
the NLD, which swept the 
last general elections held 
in Burma in 1990, would 
keep the spirit of national- 
ism alive by striving for 
democracy and human 
rights. “We will do what 
has to be done with 
courage and conviction ... 
we bear no malice against 
any one,” she said in a 
speech, calling for the 
continued support of the 
Burmese people in their 
struggle. 


The NLD's landslide 
election victory has never 
been recognised by 
Burma's military govern- 
ment, which has continued 
to arrest and imprison its 
members. It was the first 
major NLD gathering 
since a major shake-up of 
Burma's military hierar- 
chy earlier this month, 
when the leadership 
unveiled a reconstituted 
and renamed junta, the 
State Peace and 
Development Council 
(SPDC). 

Aung San Suu Kyi said 
the changes, which have 
been followed by a major 
anti-corruption drive 
against some sidelined 
members of the old junta, 
would be irrelevant if the 
government did not 
change its outlook. 

“If it is only changing 
the people, not the princi- 
ple, there is nothing new. 
So we have to wait and 
see,” she told reporters. In 
her speech, the NLD 
leader said no true spirit of 
nationalism could ever 
emerge from narrow- 
mindedness and repress- 
ing political opponents. 

Meanwhile, an official 
press release said the mili- 
tary government needed 
the “co-operation” of all 
10 legal political parties in 
Burma — which includes 
the NLD — to make the 
transition to democracy. It 
said the authorities con- 
cerned and “the majority 
of the people” hoped the 
NLD would respect the 


law on political activities. 
At the NLD commemora- 
tion. a group of veterans 
of Burma's fight for inde- 
pendence urged the ruling 
military junta to quickly 
start a dialogue with the 
democratic opposition for 
the sake of the nation. 

Bohmu Aung, one of 
Burma's famous freedom 
fighters known as the 
“Thirty Comrades.” urged 
in a statement read at the 
event for the SPDC and 
the NLD to begin talks 
without pre-conditions. 

“No single organisation 
or political party can sin- 
gle-handedly bring about 
national unity.” Bohmu 
Aung said, appealing for 
the two institutions “at the 
centre of Burma's political 
stage” to reconcile then- 
differences. 

Aung San Suu Kyi told 
the gathering that mem- 
bers of the NLD had suf- 
fered in various ways 
since the party was formed 
after nationwide demon- 
strations for democracy in 
1988, which were crushed 
by the military. 

“The people of Burma 
understand very well this 
spirit of sacrifice and that 
is why we enjoy their sup- 
port,” she said. The NLD 
would continue to work 
“resolutely” for what it 
believed in, “with the true 
spirit of nationalism based 
on broad-mindedness,” 
she declared. 


Anti-Castro leader, Jorge 
Mas Canosa, dies in Miami 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — 
Jorge Mas Canosa, one of 
the most fierce and vocal 
Cuban- American critics of 
Cuban President Fidel 
Castro, died here Sunday, 
his family said. He was 
58. 

Jorge Mas, his eldest 
son, told reporters late 
Sunday that his father died 
at 1:43 p.m. (1843 GMT) 
at his house here. The mil- 
lionaire businessman suf- 
fered from Paget’s dis- 
ease, an incurable illness 
that affects the bones. 

Mas Canosa’s death was 
the result of “respiratory 
problems caused by liquid 
in the pleura resulting 
from his illness,” said 
Robert Martin Perez, a 
friend and organisation 
leader. 

In October. Mas Canosa 
spent two and a half weeks 
in the intensive care unit 
of a Miami hospital with a 
respiratory ailment. 

Mas Canosa, who fled 
Cuba 38 years ago, was 
leader of the Cuban- 
American National 

Foundation. 

Founded in the 1980s, 
the organisation helped 


him gain access to policy- 
making circles in 
Washington, where he was 
warmly supported by 
then-President Ronald 
Reagan. 

The group was crucial in 
the creation of both Radio 
and TV Marti, which cany 
news, music and anti- 
Castxo information to 
Cuba. 

Radio Marti can be 
heard on the island, but 
Cuban officials have suc- 
cessfully blocked TV 
Marti ’s television signal. 

The group remains 
extremely powerful, lob- 
bying in favour of contro- 
versial measures such as 
the Helms-Burton mea- 
sure that tightens the U.S. 
embargo on die Castro 
regime. 

in Vancouver, where he 
was attending a Pacific 
Rim conference. U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
paused to say he and First 
Lady Hillary Clinton were 
“deeply saddened” by Mas 
Canosa's death. 

“He galvanised his com- 
munity, his adopted coun- 
try and people around the 
world for the goal of free- 


dom and democracy in 
Cuba.” Mr. Clinton said. 

“We lose a man in body, 
but not in spirit,” Jorge 
Mas said at a press confer- 
ence at foundation head- 
quarters. “What Jorge Mas 
Canosa represented to our 
family, to the foundation 
and to Cuba will continue 
to exist by our sides and in 
our hearts.” 

Foundation President 

Francisco “Pepe” 

Hernandez, his voice 
breaking, said that “to 
replace Jorge Mas Canosa 
is impossible ” 

But he vowed that the 
foundation would contin- 
ue to speak out for Cuban 
freedom in “ihe Congress 
of the United Stales and 
around the world.” 

Mas Canosa’s death 
shook the Miami area — 
home to some one million 
Cuban exiles and their 
children — even though 
his death had been widely 
expected. 

English-speaking and 
Spanish-speaking televi- 
sion stations interrupted 
their regularly scheduled 
broadcasts to announce his 
death. 


Mir crew 

switch 

main 

computer 

after new 

breakdown 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Cosmonauts replaced 
the Russian space sta- 
tion Mir’s main com- 
puter at the weekend 
after a 24-hour break- 
down which occurred 
barely two months 
after its installation, 
space officials said 
Monday. 

Deputy space flight 
Director Viktor Blagov 
blamed the latest inci- 
dent on the computer’s 
age, saying the unit 
had been overused 
before being sent into 
space, the flAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

Mir commander 
Anatoly Solovyov and 
engineer Pavel 

Vinogradov finished 
installing the new main 
computer around 3:00 
a.m. (0000 GMT) 
Sunday, almost a day 
after the previous unit 
broke down, said flight 
control spokeswoman 
Vera Medvedkova. 

“The situation 

returned to normal as 
soon as the computer 
was changed.” she 
said, -adding that a dip 
in power during the 
changeover had not 
affected Mir seriously. 

The main computer, 
which first crashed in 
mid-November, was 
installed Oct. I to 
replace an unreliable 
unit whose frequent 
breakdowns had threat- 
ened the ageing space 
station’s future. 

Repeated break- 
downs also disrupted 
Mir’s computer-con- 
trolled solar panels, 
throwing them out of 
alignment with the sun 
and causing major 
power problems for the 
11 -year-old space sta- 
tion. 

Mir’s crew replaced 
the main computer 
with a unit sent to Mir 
aboard a cargo vessel 
in late September. 

Ms. Medvedkova 
said Solovyov, 

Vinogradov and their 
U.S. colleague David 
Wolf, had resumed 
work on scientific 
experiments and were 
to start training for the 
launch of a mini-probe 
which will film Mir’s 
exterior. 

However, the Dec. 5 
launch of the probe 
could be pushed back 
because of a heavy 
work programme. 
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ISLAMABAD 1 R 1 — A 
powerful Afghan opposi- 
tion general was reported 
to have fled his headquar- 
ters to Turkme-nistan 
Sunday after being routed 
by a former ally, an Afghan 
news agency f AIPj said 
Sunday. 

It said General Abdul 
Malik fled his headquarters 
in Maymana, capital of 
Faryab province in north- 
ern Afghanistan, after sup- 
porters of General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, 
his former ally, 
overran it. 

It quoted a 
spokesman for 
Gen. Dostum. 

Abdul Baqi Tur- 
kistani. as saying 
thai Malik and his 
brother. General 
Gul Mohammad 
Phalwan. fled to 
Turkmenistan in a 
helicopter and 
were in Ashgabat. 

AIP quoted Gen. 

Dostum as saying 
Gen. Malik had 
been sacked as 
head of Jumbish- 
i-Milli. the most 
powerful party in 
an opposition al- 
liance fighting 
against the 

Islamic Taleban 
militia to control 
the country . 

It said the 
body’s executive 
council would 
meet to choose a 
successor but 
gave no further 
details. Gen. 

Dostum remained 
the movement’s 
military comman- 
der. it said. 


There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the 
report, which follows ten- 
sion and sporadic blood- 
shed between the two par- 
ties over recent months. 

Gen. Malik defected to 
the Taleban in May and his 
forces and the Islamic mili- 
tia overran and captured 
the no re hem stronghold of 
Mazar-i-Sharif from Gen. 
Dostum, who fled to 
Turkey. 

Bui the alliance beiw-jen 


Gen. Malik and the Taleban 
collapsed and he turned his 
guns nn them and d rose 
them nut of the city. 

Gen. Malik left Ma/ar-i- 
Sharif in September as the 
Talehar. again tried to take 
the city. In his absence 
Gen. Dostum returned from 
exile to join new resistance 
to the Taleban drive. 

The Dostum spokesman 
said local people helped to 
oust Gen. Malik because of 
he had killed local people 


and Taleban 

Taleban publicly execute 


alleged murderer 


KABUL (AFP) — The Taleban militia publicly 
executed an alleged murderer in a sports stadium 
in the southwestern Afghan city of Kandahar 
Sunday, the Taleban -run Radio Shariat said 
Monday. 

The accused, identified as Faduddm. was 
found guilty of killing fcifow-Afghan Gul Baz 
seven yean ago and awarded the death penalty in 
accordance with the Islamic law cat “Qisas” 
(revenge), it said. 

“Fa/Juddin had been sentenced by all three 
provincial courts and was executed in the city’s 
sports stadium.’* the radio said. 

The Taleban religious militia, who c ap t ured 
Kabul in September last year, have carried out 
other punishments in front of big crowds, saying 
it acts as a deterrent to crime. 

Last month travellers from the eastern 
Jalalabad city reported a man was beheaded by 
the brother of a murder victim. 

The locat administration had made arrange- 
ments for residents to witness the beheading, they 
said, adding that some onlookers fainted as t be 
murderer was beheaded with a “big and shining 
dagger.” 

In another incident Radio Shariar said the 
Taleban blackened the faces of two people 
accused of accepting bribes and paraded them in 
a crowded bazaar in the southern Wardak 
province Sunday. 

The accused had “confessed” to the crime, and 
the radio said their faces were blackened as a 
marie of humiliation “so that others should learn 
a lesson.” 


prisoners. 

Gen. Dostum 
said Iasi week 
that his force 4 * 
had uncovered 
mass graves of 
up to 2.000 
Taleban near the 
town of 

Shibarghan in 
opposition-held 
northern 
Afghanistan. 

United Na- 
tions Secretary- 
General Kofi 
Annan last week 
expressed deep 
concern about 
the repon and 
instructed a spe- 
cial U.N. mis- 
sion to find out 
more. 

The Taleban 
control two- 
thirds of 

Afghanistan and 
say they are the 
legal govern- 
ment but their 
administration 
is recognised 
only by 

Pakistan. Saudi 
Arabia and the 
United Arab 
Emirates. 


Portuguese PM puts accent 
on Socialists in new cabinet 


LISBON (AFP) — 
Portugal's Prime 

Minister Antonio 

Guterres has beefed up 
the Socialist presence in 
his government at the 
expense of technocrats 
he had brought into the 
cabinet two years earlier. 

The shake-up. which 
saw new’ ministers 
appointed for defence, 
the interior, economy 
and employment, fol- 
lowed the resignation 
Thursday of his deputy. 
Antonio Vitorino. also 
defence minister. 

Announced Sunday, 
the reshuffle is the first 
since the Socialist Party 
came to power after 
October 1995 elections. 

Jose Veiga Si mao. who 
was previously industry 
minister from 1983-1985 
under Mario Soares, 
replaces Mr. Vitorino as 
defence minister and 
Foreign Minister Jaime 
Gama is the new number 
two. 

At 68. Veiga Simao is 
the oldest and most con- 
troversial minister in the 
new cabinet. He was a 
minister before the 1 974 
revolution which unseat- 
ed the Salazar regime. 

“The only new face is 
Veiga Simao's and he 
was minister 27 years 
ago and already belongs 


to the past." Marcelo 
Rebelo de Sousa, head of 
the leading opposition 
Social Democratic Parry, 
said, calling the reshuf- 
fle a failure. 

Leaving the cabinet 
were independents 
Augusto Mateus, as min- 
ister of economy, and 
Maria Joao Rodrigues, 
minister of employment. 

Aide to the Prime 
Minister Joaquim Pina 
Moura replaces Mateus 
at the Economy 
Ministry, w-hile the new 
interior minister is Jorge 
Coelho, who previously 
worked as deputy minis- 
ter attached to the presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Coelho is consid- 
ered the main architect 
of the Socialist victory in 
the October 1995 leg- 
islative elections. 

Social Security 

Minister Eduardo Feno 
Rodrigues will also take 
on the employment port- 
folio. 

Antonio Costa, a 36- 
year-old rising star will 
head a new ministry cov- 
ering parliamentary 
affairs, and will be 
attached to the prime 
minister. 

Carlos Carvalhas. head 
of the Communist Party, 
described the changes as 
a “cosmetic operation,” 


adding: “The govern- 
ment has changed two or 
three people and is con- 
tinuing its swerve to the 
right.” 

Manuel Monteiro, head 
of the right-wing 
People's Party, com" 
mented: “The reshuffle 
signifies that things are 
not going well and the 
opposition was right 
when it said politicians 
in the economy and 
employment sectors 
were out of line." 

Meanwhile, Jose 
Lamego, secretary of 
state for foreign affairs 
and cooperation, said 
Monday that he was 
resigning. 

The Portuguese press 
said his decision was the 
result of long-standing 
differences with Mr. 
Gama, now number two 
in the government. 

Mr. Lamego added that 
he was retaining his post 
within the Socialist Party 
as head of the interna- 
tional relations commit- 
tee. 

The date when the new 
ministers will take office 
will be announced fol- 
lowing a meeting 
Monday between the 
prime minister and 
President Jorge 

Sampaio. 


Powerful .Afghan opposition General Abdul Malik (right) was reported to have fled 
his headquarters in Maymana. capital of Faryab province in northern Afghanistan, 
to Turkmenistan after being routed by former ally General Abdul Rashid Dostum 
(Reuter photo) 

Afghan opposition general 
routed by ally — AIP 


BEIJING < AFP> — U«fe 
n*vr than a week after Ik 
tW tu frecvWa two former 
a^lcjpjcs nf China's best, 
known diJ-safc® Vfci 
Jin^bcng ha** criticised 
ww of hi* cnomenfe over- 

1 valent Xu West, m m 
»jpen letter to Mr. Mtei peat to 
AH*. avused htns of accept- 
ing the ink of "&lhcr of 
China's democracy movie* 
men:" — 3 talc which Mr. 
Xu said belonged only » 
Sun Yat-Scn. founder of the 
Chinese republic in 1911 In 
the fira news conference 
since he was treat Mr Wa 
saw! in New Yoric Fntfey he 
v..es "really iQ a. owe" 
a tide 

“because 1 haw doc done 
much for Chma.” 

Mr. Wei freed on med- 
ical porch: after 18 yean ia 
jail and flew on Nov. 16 so 
the United States. At tite 
news conference be restated 
his readiness, to return to 
China to help the democracy 
movement despite his jail 
term which lasts till 2009. 

In an interview with the 
Hong Kong paper Apple 
Daily published Monday. 
Mr. \*ei abo said he was 
ready to fight for China's 
democracy movement from 
abroad. But Mr. Wei added: 
“It is everyone’s work and 
not just for one person." 

The suggestion was 
received coolly by dissident 
Ren Wanding. w ho told AFP 
the movement could not be 
led from overseas. Mr. Ren 
suggested Mr. Wei should 
not count too much on for- 
eign forces. 

Mr. Ren said Mr. Vfei must 
above all “think about a non- 
violent and progressive way” 
to bring democracy to Chine. 

Xu Wenli. 52. and Mr. Ren. 
53. were like Mr. Wei given 
lone jail terms for taking part 
in Beijing’s Democracy Wall 
movement in 1979. Mr. Xu 
was freed in 1993 after 14 
year*. Mr. Ren served four 
years in jail in the 1980s 
before being imprisoned for 
seven years after the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

Mr. Xu said in his letter he 
had not backed suggestions 
that Mr. Wei be nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize 
because he considered him 
too authoritarian. “The spirit 
of the Red Guards reposes in 
you: you act blindly and you 
love an adventure." said Xu 
Wenli, in a reference to Mr. 
Wei’s role as a Red Guard 
during the 1966-76 Cultural 
Revolution. 

Mr. Xu also reproached his 
old companion for his indul- 
gent attitude towards former 
patriarch Deng Xiaoping. In 
a Newsweek interview last 
week Mr. W’ei said he sup- 
ported many of Deng’s eco- 
nomic reforms and even 
wanted to lend him a hand. 

Mr. Wei said he could not 
support Deng’s political dic- 
tatorship but even so had 
written a letter of condo- 
lences to Deng's family fol- 
lowing the patriarch's death 
in February. 

Mr. Xu said Mr. Wei's atti- 
tude ignored the feeling of 
the victims of the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

Before his death Deng had 
not thought h fit to make his 
excuses, Mr. Xu said. “What 
good was it to write a letter 
of condolences to his fami- 
ly?” 

Mr. Wei had been nick- 
named “Deng Xiaoping's 
personal prisoner” for having 
compared the strongman to a 
tyrant in 1979. 

In his Apple Daily rarer- _ 
view. Mr. Wei predicted that 
the “one country, two sys- 
tems” formula used by China 
to take back Hong Kong op 
J uly 1 would not work there 
any more than it had in Tibet 
However, the Apple Daily, 
which is usually critical of 
Beijing, reminded Mr. Wei in 
an editorial that since the 
handover, the mainland had 
not interfered in the territo- 
ry's affairs. 

“Wei Jingsheng is wrong, 
because Ik did not see the 
special characteristics of 
Hong Kong.” it said. 
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BANJA LUKA. Bosnia- 
Henegovioa (AFP) — Bosn- 
ian Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic and her Serb Popular 
Alliance (SNS) were ahead 
of hardliners in towns in the 
western part of Republika 
Srpska (RSL unofificial 
results said Monday, follow- 
ing weekend polls. 

But Momcilo Krajisnik- 
leader of the hardline Serb 
Democratic Party ( SDS ), said 
Monday the hardliners had 
won a “clear victory" in the 
poll. 

In Banja Luka, Ms. 
Plavsic's pony has won 35.84 
p«- cent of the votes in the 
polls to elect a parliament for 
the Sab-run pan of Bosnia, 
while the hardline Serb 
Democratic party (SDS) 
seized 9.66 per cent, the inde- 
pendent news agency Flash 
reported, quoting party 
sources. 

The SNS was leading in 
nearby Prijedor. with 45 per 
cent of votes, while in 
Gradiska on die north, the 
party won 34 per cent of 
votes, the agency said. 

However, the hardliners 
won in their strongholds, 
such as the northwestern 
town of Derveota, with 40 
per cent of votes, and in 
Doboj in the south, with 44 
per cent, against 20 per cent 
for the far-right Radical party 
and 13 per cent for Ms. 
Plavsic's SNS, Flash said. 

Mr. Krajisnik, who is the 
Serb member of Bosnia’s 
collegiate presidency, told 
reporters: ‘1 can only rejoice 
that the SDS won the majori- 
ty in most of the towns, as we 
expected." 

i expect the patriotic par- 
tes to win." he declared as he 
travelled to Sarajevo for a 
meeting of the presidency. 

In the terms of the ultra- 
nationalists, the “patriotic 
parties” are the SDS and its 
ally the extreme right Radical 
Party (SRS). 

The Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which 
supervised the polls, said 
official results could be 
expected by Dec. 10. 



Indian Prime Minister inder Kumar Gujral leaves parliament in New Delhi after the 
lower house of the parliament was adjourned indefinitely (Reuter photo) 


Indian parliament 
adjourned, elections loom 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's parliament was 
adjourned indefinitely here 
Monday as a crisis threat- 
ening the minority coali- 
tion government sparked 
pandemonium in the lower 
house for the third working 
day in a row. 

Speaker Purao Sangma 
suspended the house “sine 
die", arguing it had been 
overtaken by “mindless 
mockery” since a contro- 
versy erupted last week 
over the 1991 murder of 
former Congress Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

An exasperated Sangma 
said he was making the 
announcement with “pain 
and anguish” after consult- 
ing Indian President ICR. 
Narayanan. 

The move, which sent 
Indian stocks and the rupee 
tumbling, increased fears 
that Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral's fragile 
coalition will full within 
the next few days and lead 
to fresh elections. 

Monday's lower house 
session, like those of 
Thursday and Friday, 
turned into a farce as mem- 


bers shouted each other 
down, making debate 
impossible. 

The Congress I party, 
which keeps Mr. Gujrjl ; s 
coalition in power, had 
been expected to table a 
no-confidence motion alter 
the government refused to 
ditch the DMK party, a 
coalition member Iasi 
week linked to Gandhi's 
assassination. 

Instead, Congress mem- 
bers chose to force the 
adjournment by chanting 
“Expel the DMK. save the 
country!” and “Long live 
Rajiv Gandhi!” 

Congress leaders claimed 
they had not tabled a 
motion of no-confidence 
because they had yet to 
receive an official reply 
from Mr. Gujral over their 
demand for the DMK's 
ouster. 

Mr. Gujral responded 
Monday by announcing a 
letter would be sent by 
6:00 p.rn. (1230 GMT), 
effectively forcing the 
Congress to carry out its 
threat of withdrawing sup- 
port or to back down. 

New general elections 


would give India iis fifth 
government within two 
years. India’s president, 
however, could also call 
for the formation of a new 
coalition, the third since in 
May and April polls last 
year. 

" Monday’s political con- 
fusion saw the rupee fall to 
a two-year low against ihe 
dollar, despite intervention 
by the Central Bank and 
government calls for calm. 

Prices on the Bombay 
Stock Exchange, mean- 
while. plunged 3.5 per cent 
on the day. 

The current crisis began 
last week when an official 
investigation compiled 
over five-and-a-half years 
accused the DMK of giv- 
ing “tacit” support to Sri 
Lankan Tamil separatist 
guerrillas blamed for blow- 
ing up Gandhi. 

the DMK. from Tamil 
Nadu in the south and with 
around 55 million Tamils, 
denies involvement. 

This latest turmoil is a 
near-replica of a political 
crisis in April, and has 
underlined the weakness of 
the coalition and the confu- 


sion in Congress ranks. 

The United From, a loose 
alliance of more than a 
dozen disparate parties, 
came to power in May last 
year w ith Congress help. 

Eleven months later, the 
Congress withdrew sup- 
port, but was grudgingly 
forced to renew its backing 
alter an abortive bid to 
launch its own govern- 
ment. 

Analysts say one Con- 
gress faction now wants to 
exploit the emotion sur- 
rounding Rajiv Gandhi's 
killing by recruiting his 
widow Sonia and using her 
as a figurehead in a new 
election campaign. 

Another wing of the 
party, however, fears that 
Congress, routed in the 
1996 elections and rocked 
by a series of high-profile 
corruption scandals, is not 
ready for new polls. 

They also fear new elec- 
tions could favour their 
sworn enemies, the Hindu 
nationalists, who ended 
Congress' dominance of 
Indian politics last year by 
becoming the country’s 
largest parliamentary party. 


Smokers unite 
to defend right 
to smoke in peace 


AMSTERDAM (AFP) — 
A score of smokers' 
groups from 14 nations 
are launching a united 
appeal for the right to con- 
tinue to smoke — unmo- 
lested. 

Gathered in a World 
Conference for Smokers' 
Peace here last weekend, 
the inveterate smokers 
issued a plea for “the 1.2 
billion adults worldwide 
who have chosen to 
smoke to be able to con- 
tinue to do so in a spirit of 
mutual tolerance and 
courtesy.” 

Citing a string of 
international declarations 
on human rights, the 
smokers appealed for an 
immediate hall to discrim- 


ination against smokers in 
the work-place and the 
recognition by govern- 
ments and officials of 
smokers' rights groups. 

They also slammed "dis- 
crimination against smok- 
ers due to hiking taxes on 
tobacco and bans on 
smoking in public places.” 

Italian European MP 
Danilo Poggiolini said at 
the dose of the weekend 
conference that “good 
sense and mutual compre- 
hension should allow us to 
strike a balance between 
the need for policies 
aimed at preventing tobac- 
co-linked illness, and the 
need to safeguard the right 
of all citizens, smokers as 
well as non-smokers." 
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Winnie linked to murders, 
accused of beating pregnant woman 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandela was confronted 
Monday by two former 
admirers who linked her 
to two murders and 
accused her of severely 
assaulting a pregnant 
woman during a jealous 
rage. 

Maggie Phumlile Dlami- 
ni told a high-profile hear- 
ing of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission 
here that President Nelson 
Mandela’s controversial 
ex-wife punched and 
slapped her "all over the 
head and body” after she 
was impregnated by one 
of Winnie’s lovers. 

After the assault, Winnie 
ordered her followers — 
^embers of the so-called 
Mandela United Football 
Club — to carry on with 
the beating. They did so 
for about “five hours,” 
Dlamini testified. 

She said the attack hap- 
pened in 1988 after 
Madikizela-Mandela dis- 
covered Dlamini was hav- 
* n S a romantic affair with 
* y° u ng activist, “Shakes” 
Johannes Tau, whom Win- 
n| e also occasionally slept 

with. 

The witness, who broke 
oown and cried while giv- 
evidence, said Tau told 
her that Madikizela-Man- 
“fila had “come to him in 
toe middle of the night 
jjjd go (sic) under the 
blanket with him ” 

Madikizela-Mandela. 
ml? c * lan g e d her name in 
following her 
divorce from the presi- 
later discovered Tau, 
her driver, was also sleep- 
]Q g With Dl ami ni 
Minnie herself starting 


assaulting me with slaps 
and fists all over my body 
and I was three months 
pregnant at the time.” 
Dlamini said, adding that 
her baby was fathered by 
Tau. 

Mad ikizel a- Mandela’s 
squad of teenaged anti- 
apartheid supporters then 
“assaulted me and kicked 
me in accordance with 
Winnie's instructions." 

Dlamini claimed the boy 
she subsequently gave 
birth to was plagued by 
“learning and concentra- 
tion” difficulties. 

She never reported the 
assault to police because 
she feared revenge attacks 
from Winnie, whom she 
formerly admired as an 
anti -apartheid leader. 

was scared of having 
my house burned down," 
she said. 

Dlamini further charged 
thai Winnie's young fol- 
lowers shot dead her 
brother. Tholakile Dlami- 
ni, who was also a mem- 
ber of the football club. 

The killing occurred 
after Tholakile Dlamini 
was released from police 
detention, during which 
he was questioned about 
the club, she said. 

Another of Winnie s for- 
mer supporters, Thann 
Hlalshwayo, told the hear- 
ing he believed Madik- 
izela-Mandela *' as 

responsible for the murder 
of Vincent Sefako. a £ uer " 
rilla of the then-banned 
African National Con- 
sress (ANCl and 
boyfriend of Winnie s 
daughter. Zinzi. 

-f think it was a cover- 
up. sir” Hlatshwayo said- 
-There a feud 


between (Sefako) and 
Mrs. Mandela.” 

Sefako was hit by a car 
and shot dead while he 
and Hlatshwayo were 
planning a guerrilla attack 
on a police station in 
Bophuthatswana. one of 
apartheid South Africa’s 
designated tribal home- 
lands. the witness said. 

Winnie alternately 
smiled and frowned 
behind her hand at the tes- 
timony. 

She requested the public 
hearing in a bid to clear 
her name of accusations 
that she participated in at 
least IS alleged human 
rights abuses, including 
eight murders. 

The commission’s keen- 
ly-anticipated probe of 
murder and abuse claims 
against Madikizela-Man- 
dela and her supporters in 
the football club opened 
earlier Monday with a 
prayer for South Africa’s 
former warring groups. 

Truth commission chair- 
man Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu said the panel sought 
to expose the truth sur- 
rounding allegations 
against Madikizela-Man- 
dela and her former sup- 
porters. 

“This is not a court of 
law. And so too it is not a 
trial," Mr. Tutu said. "We 
are not going to come up 
with a verdict of guilt or 
innocence.” 

The hearing has attract- 
ed more than 200 journal- 
ists, along with several 
dozen of Winnie’s sup- 
porters, who chanted and 
sang anti-apartheid slo- 
gans outside the modem 
hall where it was being 
held. 


Albright to reschedule 
Bangladesh visit soon 


DHAKA I AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright will 
reschedule a postponed 
visit to Bangladesh soon, 
the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 

Ms. Albright, in a letter 
to her Bangladesh counter- 
part Abdus Samad Azad, 
said “I consider my visit to 
Bangladesh to be impor- 
tanL We have a wide agen- 
da to talk about. 

“1 want to talk to you per- 
sonally about the chal- 
lenges that your nation’s 
new democracy faces. 


about the great economic 
potential that your reserves 
of energy may spur,” she 
said, adding that the two 
would have discussions 
"soon.” 

U.S. Ambassador John 
Holzman handed the letter 
to Mr. Azad. Diplomatic 
sources said Ms. Albright's 
visit was likely to take 
place by January. 

Ms. Albright earlier this 
month shortened her visit 
to Pakistan and India and 
postponed her nip to 
Bangladesh because of 
escalating tensions 


between Iraq and the Unit- 
ed States. 

The diplomatic sources 
said Ms. Albright’s visit 
would focus on an address 
to Bangladesh's 330 mem- 
bers of parliament, encour- 
aging efforts to strengthen 
parliamentary democracy. 

They said U.S. and other 
western countries wanted 
to ensure their investments, 
especially in the energy 
sector where the chances of 
finding oil were bright, 
were secure from political 
unrest 


Belgian pastor denies 
multiple murder allegations 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgian pastor Andras 
Pandy, suspected of killing two ex-wives and 
four of his children, continues to deny all 
charges despite a daughter's confession, the 
prosecutor's office said Monday. 

Agnes Pandy, 39, the eldest daughter, said 
last week that she and her father, with whom 
she had an incestuous relationship, had 
together murdered five family members 
between 1986 and 1990. 

Andras Pandy, 71, has refused to talk to 
authorities other than to deny any involve- 
ment in the murders. 

Agnes Pandy was questioned again Monday 
and further interrogations were scheduled this 


week, but there were no immediate plans to 
question father and daughter jointly because 
of the pastor's silence, officials said. 

Hilde van de Voorde. spokeswoman for the 
prosecutor's office, said Monday that human 
remains found at one of the pastor’s homes in 
late October came from both relatives and 
non-relatives. 

Saturday, public prosecuror Francois Mon- 
sieur bad said that preliminary tests indicated 
they did nor belong to family members. 

Agnes Pandy *s confession led investigators 
to fear the couple may have murdered as 
many as 10 people. 


Senior journalist 
arrested as U.N. 
spy in Congo 


KINSHASA l AFP) — 
Bonsange Yema, the man- 
aging editor of the Mam- 
benga, Essor Africain and 
I’Alarme newspapers in 
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, has been arrest- 
ed on charges of spying for 
the United Nations, 
l'Alarme reported Mon- 
day. 

Bonsunge was arrested 
on Nov. 18 in Kisangani, 
accused of acting as~“an 
agent” of the U.N. mission 
which is investigating the 
suspected massacre of 
thousands of Rwandan 
Hums by government 
forces here this year, the 
paper said, quoting the 
human rights group Avo- 
cats sans Frontieres 
(Lawyers without bor- 
ders). 

Authorities here were not 
immediately available to 
com nent on the report of 
the a-resL 

The paper said that Bon- 
sange -vas one of a group 
of journalists invited by 
the office of transport 
(Onatra) to cover the 
resumption of river traffic 
between Kisangani and 
Kinshasa that had been 


interrupted since May. 

Avocats sans Frontieres 
called on Interior Minister 
Mwenze Kongolo to order 
the "unconditional release 
of Bonsange”, l’Alarme 
reported. 

The group said that 
“since the setting up of a 
U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights in the 
Congo” it had received 
“more and more alarming 
reports about the situation 
of human rights activists, 
aid workers and journalists 
in the easi of the country.” 

“The presence of the 
U.N. mission in Congo 
does not end people's right 
to go to the east of the 
country,” the rights group 
told the paper. 

It called on the authori- 
ties in Kinshasa to “end the 
totalitarian drift in politi- 
cal, administrative offi- 
cials in the eastern and for- 
mer Kivu provinces." 

The government in Kin- 
shasa, which came to 
power in May after routing 
the forces of former Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko, 
has so fur stalled the start 
of the U.N. investigation 
into the alleged massacres. 
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Peace deserves 


a chance 


AMID INCREASING calls and demands for 
taking a new initiative to put the faltering 
Middle East peace process back on track, it is 
becoming more evident that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu may be too 
much of a sitting duck, not only on a national 
scale in his country but also in his own Likud 
Party, to make any such effort doomed to fail- 
ure. The troubles facing the Israeli leader com- 
menced when he tried to be many things to all 
people, at the same time. By desperately trying 
to appease ail shades of opinion within his own 
party and appear legitimate on the peace front, 
Netanyahu is ending up looking more bankrupt 
in everything he does. The near revolt by his 
own supporters in the Likud has come at an 
opportune time in order to force him to make 
hard choices which he has so far managed to 
avoid. 

All sides know what it takes to reactivate the 
deadlocked peace talks on the Palestinian as 
well as the Syrian-Lebanese fronts. Netanyahu 
has been busy avoiding taking critical deci- 
sions and actions on vital issues of peace and it 
is high time that he stopped running away from 
what has to be faced. 

The features of any new initiative to move the 
process forward have yet to be drawn. But 
whatever they are, they can only be an 
improvement on the current, dangerous stand- 
still in the peace effort A necessary element in 
any fresh proposal, however, should be the 
redeployment of Israeli troops in accordance 
with past agreements so that the Palestinian 
people would be able to discern a positive and 
visible movement on the ground. The Israeli 
stance calling for shelving the implementation 
of all interim accords, particularly the rede- 
ployment is overdue for review. The 
Palestinian side needs something tangible to 
show so that public support could be garnished 
for continued negotiations. 

His Majesty King Hussein's talks with 
Netanyahu in London several days ago should 
be seen as a step towards setting the stage for a 
fresh round of talks. Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak also hinted in recent days that a new 
formula is being actively assembled to give a 
new boost to peace-making. As we wait impa- 
tiently for the disclosure of the new ideas being 
contemplated whether in Washington or else- 
where, we have to keep our fingers crossed. 
Would Netanyahu ever be willing to give peace 
a chance? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra’i *S Fa hed Fanek addressed the outcome of a 
survey conducted by the Centre for Strategic Studies at 
the University of Jordan which revealed that between 
22 and 27.5 per cent of able-bodied Jordanians are 
unemployed. He said the survey results clearly show 
that the six per cent economic growth achieved by 
Jordan over the last few years was not enough to reduce 
the rate of unemployment in the country and therefore 
new economic decisions have to be taken and new mea- 
sures applied to help deal with this serious problem. 
According to the writer the recent Israeli -Jordanian 
agreement on creating an industrial zone in the Irbid 
region paving the way for joint Jordan ian-Israeli ven- 
tures to be established will deal with part of the unem- 
ployment issue in the Kingdom. The writer noted that 
instead of allowing Jordanians to seek jobs in Israel, 
staying their illegally to work for Israeli businesses. 
Jordan can keep its workers at home and offer them job 
opportunities at the joint Israeli -Jordanian firms whose 
products are guaranteed access to the U.S. markets. He 
said those who oppose the idea of Arab-Israeli peace 
should try to understand the difficult situation concern- 
ing the high rate of unemployment in Jordan and the 
government's endeavours to deal with this problem. 

A1 Dustour’s Jihad Momani discussed the recent 
terrorist attack on foreign tourists in Luxor accusing 
the U.S. and Israel of being behind the attack that 
killed scores of innocent people. Only Israel backed by 
the United States has a real interest in destabilising 
Egypt and only Israel, backed by the U.S.. desires to 
ruin the tourism industry in Egypt and distort Egypt's 
image before the world, said Momani. He said the 
attack came in the wake of Cairo’s open support for the 
Palestine National Authority in the face of the U.S.- 
Israeli pressures, after Cairo had voiced its opposition 
to the Turkish -Israeli alliance which is directed against 
the Arab Nation, backed Syria in its demand for the 
return of the occupied Golan Heights, led the chorus 
against the Doha economic summit and open declara- 
tions that it opposes normalisation of Arab relations 
with the Jewish state. The writer noted that Israel, 
which repeatedly sent spies to Egypt and does not con- 
ceal its lust for ruining that country, has now resorted to 
backing terrorists to destabilise the country and deprive 
it of income from tourism so that it can remain poor and 
continue to beg for aid from the U.S. 


Time for a time-out on time-outs ? 


IN HIS PERSONAL plea to Israelis and Palestinians last 
Friday to negotiate intensively to move beyond the Oslo 
interim phase. United States President Bill Clinton listed 
four components of the agenda that Washington deems 
necessary for such progress: security cooperation, the 
Israeli redeployments from occupied Palestinian lands 
according to the terms of the Oslo interim phase accords, 
a "time-out on provocative actions." and moving to the 
final-status talks. 

This appears at first sight to be a relatively balanced 
agenda that attempts to respond to the needs and rights of 
both sides — in particular. Israel's security demands, and 
the Palestinians’ demand that Israel stop building or 
expanding settlements in lands occupied in 1967 and 
simultaneously continue withdrawing from those lands as 
required by the Oslo accords. Behind this surface appear- 
ance of balance, however, is an underlying unbalance in 
three crucial areas that threatens to maintain the current 
stalemate in the Arab-Israeli peace process, the three 
areas being; a) the critically important American role as 
co-sponsor, impartial mediator, active partner, and even- 
handed facilitator of the peace process that started at 
Madrid in 1991, b) the political power balance within 
Israeli society, specifically within Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu s rightist coalition, and, c> the 
power relationship between Israel and the Palestinians on 
the ground in Israel/Palestine. 

Of most immediate concern throughout the Arab World 
is the slow, steady retreat in the American official position 
on the issue of Israeli settlements in the Arab territories 
occupied by Israel during the 1 967 war. In the last month, 
the American president and secretary of state have both 
clearly stated Washington’s desire for a "time-out on 
provocative actions" by either side — a euphemism refer- 
ring primarily to Israeli settlement activity in the occu- 
pied areas. There are two significant weaknesses in this 
formulation, one rhetorical, die other substantive. 

The rhetorical problem is the unfortunate choice of the 
sports phrase "time-out" to describe Washington’s short- 
term goal. Madeleine Albright demonstrated rather 
emphatically earlier this year, when she threw the cere- 
monial first pitch to open the North American major 
league baseball season, that her impressive intellectual 
power, moral strength, and personal dynamism are totally 
unmatched by her knowledge of or proficiency in sports. 
This shows in her choice of the phrase “time-out,” which 
simply suspends the action in a game for a brief period of 
time, without touching on the rules, aims, or conduct of 
the game. The game resumes with even greater intensity 
after the time-out expires — for both teams have rested 
their bodies briefly, reassessed the opponent's condition, 
adjusted their own strategy accordingly, and resumed play 
with the aim of achieving their fundamental strategic 
goals in a more efficient and speedy manner. A time-out 


nevertheless would be useful in tins situation, were it cou- 
pled with substantive progress on other negotiating fronts, 
but this also does not seem to be the case, as evidenced by 
the subsiantive weakness in the American position. 

By referring to Israeli settlements as “provocative 
actions,” the American president signals his country's dis- 
pleasure with Israeli settlement policy, but also seems to 
water down what has been a virtually unanimous interna- 
tional consensus (as expressed by repeated United 
Nations resolutions) on the illegality of Israeli settle- 
ments. There is a major difference between the Israeli set- 
tlements being “illegal" and being “provocative": illegal 
actions need to be stopped and reversed, or at least com- 
pensated for by other means, while merely provocative 
actions are less problematic and could be dealt with by 
means such as a temporary or symbolic halt. American 
government terminology matters because the U.S. is the 
primary logistical mediator for Arab-Israeli peace, the pri- 
mary supporter of Israel, and the formal guarantor of 
Israeli military strength over the combined Arab forces. 
The terminology also appears to signal a softening over 
time in Washington's view of Israeli settlements. In 
September and October of this year, the U.S. State 
Department referred to Israeli construction on lands occu- 
pied in 1967 as “not helpful.” “a complicating factor," 
and "counterproductive to the effort to achieve a negoti- 
ated settlement,” while in years past the United States had 
used stronger language, such as calling the settlements an 
"obstacle” to peace. In the “letter of assurances" that the 
United States sent to the Palestinians ai the Stan of the 
Madrid peace talks in 1991, Washington stated its belief 
that “no party should take unilateral actions that seek to 
predetermine issues that can only be reached through 
negotiations. In this regard, the United States has 
opposed, and will continue to oppose, settlement activity 
in territories occupied in 1967 which remain an obstacle, 
to peace.” 

This slippage in the American position may be, to main- 
tain the sports analogy — "cold beer, pretzels, pop com, 
hot dogs, get your cold beer here, folks, and enjoy the 
game" — nothing more than an unfortunate time-out in 
tile American position, rather than a realistic call for a 
pause or a change in Israeli settlement policies. Given 
Washington’s central role in the peace process, the pivotal 
importance all Arabs attach to checking Israeli settle- 
ments. especially in Jerusalem, and the two other factors 
I mentioned above — Netanyahu's need to appease his 
rightist coalition partners in order to keep his coalition 
intact, and the current imbalance in Israeli- Arab power — 
the current time-out in the American position on Israeli 
settlements seems likely only to promote a series of relat- 
ed and worrying trends. They include: a) to further cor- 
rode the U.S.' credibility and efficacy os chief mediator, 
b) to embolden the settlements expansion plans of the 


Israeli government and its allied freelance financiers and 
promoters of virtually unlimited settlement in any part of 
“the land of Israel,” and, c) to heighten Palestinian and 
Arab disappointment with the U.S. and antagonism to 
Israel, resulting in incalculable but probably violent reac- 
tions in the future, whether in Israel/Palestme or in the 
witter region (such as the prevalent Arab boycott of the 

recent Doha economic conference). 

The current low-key American response to Israel's set- 
tlements policy, we are asked to believe, is offset by sym- 
bols of American official irritation with Netanyahu — - 
namely. Bill Clinton’s not finding time to meet the Israeli 
prime minister in Washington last week, while finding 
plenty of time for Arab leaders and some prominent cen- 
trist Israelis. Yet, this — postponing a Clinton-Netanyahu 
tea party in the White House from mid-November to early 
December — is precisely the result we would expea to 
see from calling a “time-out” on a matter that is seen as 
merely “unhelpful" and “provocative, “rather than illegal 
or dangerous. The symbolism of American displeasure is 
dwarfed by the substance .of continued Israeli colonisa- 
tion of occupied Arab lands — American official letters of 
assurance notwithstanding. This political dynamic seems 
to most people in the Arab World to promote a more 
aggressive Israeli ideology seeking permanent control of 
most of the Palestinian territory occupied in 1 967 — as 
was most recently outlined by Netanyahu himself in his 
address to the Likud Party congress several weeks ago, 
and two days ago during his visit to the old city of 
Jerusalem where he promised to support further implan- 
tation of Jewish homes and settlements in Arab neigh- 
bourhoods occupied in 1967. 

The current situation needs much more than a rime -out. 
especially given that coaches usually call a time-out when 
they are losing:, homed, confused or intimidated. If a 
sports analogy is deemed appropriate, the situation needs 
a penalty call, a new and fair referee, more equitable 
rules, or perhaps even a whole new ball game. If this does 
not happen peacefully, through willful compromise by all 
concerned on the basis of internationally accepted legal 
and moral norms, it will probably happen violently, stem- 
ming from the growing fears and frustrations of people on 
both sides who remain locked in a tragic cycle of reflex- 
ive militarism and narrow nationalisms. If the protago- 
nists are scared and armed, and the mediator is in retreat, 
we should not be surprised by the current cycle of regres- 
sion, violence and despair. 

If the United States wants to play the role of successful 
mediator, it would be advised to drop the sports analogies. 
Instead, it should seek symbols of encounters that do not 
have to end with one side winning and the other losing, 
but rather could see both sides achieving their goals 
mutually and simultaneously. 


The case for intervention 


No, Algeria, it’s not an ‘internal affair’ 


By Robert Fisk 

"ACCOMPLICE" is the word 1 hear most in 
Algeria. Accomplice — as in collaborator, 
enemy of the people, friend of "terrorists.” 
Ask why the array has not intervened to pro- 
tea the villagers from the throat slashers, 
and those Algerians loyal to their govern- 
ment reply in identical words. “The vil- 
lagers voted for the FIS — they used to feed 
the terrorists in their homes." So they 
deserved it. Just because they voted for the 
□ow-banned Islamic Salvation Front. Ask 
about the thousands of young men and 
women "disappeared" by the security 
authorities and I hear the same word. They 
are "accomplices.” In his testy letter to The 
Independent recently, the Algerian ambas- 
sador to London made a similar remark. 
"The 'disappeared' have in fact, in most 
cases, joined the terrorist gangs," he wrote. 

But they are Algerians. The villagers, the 
"disappeared,” the FIS. the armed gangs, the 
guilty and the innocent. They are Algerians. 
They are part of the same great nation which 
fought with such endurance and bravery 
against French rule. The young “disap- 
peared” women whose photographs were 
published on the front page of The 
Independent in the first week of November 
are — or were — Algerians. The women 
who have been gang-raped in police stations 
are Algerians. So were the women and chil- 
dren slaughtered so viciously by the 
“Islamist" murderers of the Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA). And the terrifying thing about 
listening to the word "accomplice" is that 
those who use it are destroying the very 
unity of the country which they wish to 
maintain. 

I put this point to an Algerian official, a 
decent, highly educated man, a loyal servant 
to the military-backed government. Yes, he 
too lamented the use of the word “accom- 


plice." He saw the danger which its use rep- 
resented to the unity of Algeria. But when I 
asked him about police torture, he dis- 
agreed. “Look Robert you must realise that 
there are people who have lost wives and 
children. They are angry. And if you find 
one man and you think he knows of plans 
for a massacre in a village, well, do you not 
think it may be necessary to be 'against’ him 
— if you can save aJJ those lives?” For 
“against” read "torture.” 

But that, I said, is Israel’s excuse — 
indeed, the very same appalling reason 
given by the Israeli government to endorse 
Israel’s "shaking” torture of Palestinians: 
that such methods may be necessary to save 
Lives (albeit that a thousand Palestinians 
have now been "shaken" for very few lives 
saved). My Algerian friend had no reply to 
this. He merely pointed out that we 
Europeans had no right to lecture Algeria 
about morality. And, up to a point I had 
some sympathy with him. 

Take France. The Jospin government isn’t 
above lecturing Algeria on human rights. 
But in the 1954-62 war. the French massa- 
cred tens of thousands of Algerian civilians. 
In 1961. the Paris police force — under the 
command of Maurice Papon — massacred 
hundreds of Algerians by trussing them up 
and throwing them into the Seine. Of 
course, the Algerians were fighting and 
killing Frenchmen in their battle for inde- 
pendence. But one reason the French 
loathed — and I suspect in many cases still 
hate — the Algerians is because Algerians 
are not a backward, ignorant people. They 
are intelligent — far too intelligent for most 
Frenchmen to tolerate. The Francophone 
veterans who fought the French read Camus 
and Moliene. Tragic though their circum- 
stances have since become, Algerians are a 
quick-witted, bright discerning people. 
They deserve better than to be lectured to by 


But. And it's a big but It is time that the 
Algerian government stopped shrugging off 
foreign intervention as "interference in die 
internal affairs of Algeria.” It is time that 
human rights groups were welcomed into 
Algeria. It is time for Algerian ministers to 
open their aims to the U.N. when its repre- 
sentatives offer help — not snub them, as 
the Algerians did to Mary Robinson. The 
revelations by lawyers and former security 
force personnel in The Independent recently 
that thousands of Algerians have been “dis- 
appeared” and that torture is now routine in 
police stations cry out for an international 
response. Even General Mohammad 
Lamari, the armed forces chief of staff, 
admitted last week that “some excesses may 
have taken place on the part of individuals 
acting alone" — far short of the reality, per- 
haps. but a remarkable statement, all the 
same. 

Soon — very soon — 
the West is going to 
have to link the 
purchase of Algerian 
oil and gas exports to 
human rights 
improvements. 

I can understand the anger of Algerians 
faced with a shrill and moralistic audience 
of Europeans and Americans. I can under- 
stand die anger of the Algerian ambassador 
to London, even if some of his statements 
were factually incorrect. To say that The 
Independent did not deem “victims of ter- 
rorism” in Algeria worthy of our from page 


— when page 1 of our edition of October 22 
was taken over entirely by the story of mas- 
sacre survivors — was. to put it mildly, 
being economic with the truth. 

But Algeria needs our help. The eradica- 
teurs in the government have signally failed 
to eradicate anything; while President 
Zeroual talks of “residual terrorism” 
General Lamari is warning of a long strug- 
gle ahead. And to what end? When an FIS 
leader appeals to the U.N., he is slapped 
back under house arrest. When Europeans 
convened a peace conference in Italy — in 
which the FIS and opposition groups 
appealed for dialogue — it was dismissed 
out of hand by the Algerian government. 

Soon — very soon — the West is going to 
have to link the purchase of Algerian oil and 
gas exports to human rights improvements. 
The sale of military equipment — Italian 
pistols, American flak jackets and tear gas, 
German police vehicles — will have to be 
granted only after independent investigation 
of human rights. In Algiers, we are now told 
that the Denel company of South Africa 
plans to sell military helicopters to Algeria 
for use by the army in anti-guerrilla opera- 
tions. Does President Mandela approve of 
this? 

In the Middle East, the Europeans were 
asked to fund the now-dead Israeli- 
Palestinian “peace process” but ordered by 
the United States to keep their mouths shut 
In Algeria, we are asked to provide the arms 
and buy the gas — and are again expected to 
keep our mouths shut. But why should we? 
One of the great nations of the world — the 
18th oil exporter, the 7th gas exporter — is 
suffering 25 per cent unemployment and 47 
per cent illiteracy, and is tearing itself apart 
on the edge of Europe. Its unity is in danger. 
And it is no longer an “internal affair.” 

The Independent 


State terrorism unpunished by the U.N. 


By Paul Foot 

WILL THE U.N. go in? The 
patience of that long-suffering 
organisation must be strained to 
breaking point. Senior U.N. offi- 
cials have looked on helplessly as 
angry U.N. resolutions have been 
repeatedly ignored. Murderous 
invasions of a neighbouring coun- 
try. all of them banned by the U.N. 
Charter and overwhelmingly con- 
demned by the General Assembly, 
have been carried out with 
impunity. At the same time there 
has been mounting oppression 
torture and house-bombing against 
opposition forces, and secret 
stockpiling of a nuclear arsenal. 

The regime concerned is in Tel 


Aviv. No state on earth has shown 
such cynical disregard for the 
U.N. as has Israel. It started by 
ignoring the U.N.’s Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
which enshrines the right of any- 
one who leaves their country to 
return to it — by refusing the right 
to return of a million Palestinians 
evicted from their country in 1948. 
It ignored the 1967 unanimous 
Security Council resolution call- 
ing on its armed forces “to with- 
draw from the territories occupied 
in the recent conflict” 

In 1982, not for the first time, 
Israeli troops invaded Lebanon, 
indiscriminately bombing towns 
and villages, and killing some 
20,000 people. The U.N. Security 


Council demanded a ceasefire and 
a total withdrawal — "a decision,” 
according to Geoff Simons in his 
recent book on the United Nations, 
“that the Israeli government com- 
pletely ignored.” Simons reports: 
"Israel is currently in violation, to 
a greater or lesser extent of U.N. 
Resolutions 338. 465, 476. 672. 
673, mid 681." In 1996, Israel 
bombed south Lebanon again, tar- 
geting a U.N. base and killing 
Hundreds of refugees who were 
sheltering there. The protests and 
resolutions at the U.N. were, as 
usual, ignored. An end to this 
process was expected when the 
Israeli government finally reached 
agreement with the Palestinians in 
Oslo. The agreement corralled the 


Palestinians in areas strikingly 
similar to the former South 
African bantustans. Even these 
miserable accords have been sys- 
tematically abused by the Israeli 
government which has already 
broken 33 pledges made in Oslo. 
As for nuclear weapons, the only 
man who managed to warn the 
West of the extent of Israeli 
nuclear power — a courageous 
Israeli citizen called Mordecai 
Vanunu — was seduced by an 
Israeli spy in London under the 
noses of the Sunday Times (which 
proudly published his story), kid- 
napped, gagged, drugged and 
shipped off to Israel. He is serving 
18 years in solitary confinement 
in Ashkelon for telling the truth. 


Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in 
the streets of Ashkelon lest you 
end up in prison there. 

Will the U.N. go in? No it won't. 
The U.N. has borne all this flout- 
ing of resolutions, oppression and 
secret nuclear build npwith a 
patient shrug. Ignoring U.N. reso- 
lutions and building up nuclear 
arsenals only become matters for 
armed intervention when the 
regime concerned is (temporarily) 
hostile to the United States and 
cheap oil supplies are in peril. No 
wonder that more and more people 
in the Middle East confuse U.N 
with U.S. and the U.N. Charter 
with U.S. foreign policy. 

The Independent 
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Jerusalem 


By Pascal K. Karmv 


religious and political importance 


ISRAEL WANTS peace and also the land of ihc 
Arabs and especially the land of the Palestinians. It 
calls for normalisation with the Arabs but at the same 
time it wants to accumulate for itself the benefits uf 
peace leaving trifle benefits io the Arabs and Pales- 
tinians. This Israeli equation applies particularly to 
Jerusalem and its suburbs which Israel claims as its 
eternal capital. 

Let us consider briefly the historical and religious 
character of the Holy City. Jerusalem is one of the 
oldest and sacred cities of the world, its history goes 
back more than 4000 BC. h was huilt not by the Jews 
but by die Jebusites. one or the tribes of ih’e Canaan- 
ites. who are the original inhabitant of Palestine 
from whom present-day Palestinians descended. The 
name of Jerusalem was derived from the Jebusite 
name of “Unsalem" and in the course of history its 
name became Urshalem. King David conquered 
Jerusalem from the Jebusites in the year IGtHJ BC. Its 
name was changed into “Aelia Capitolina" b\ the 
Roman Emperor Hadrian when he crushed the’ Jew- 
ish revolt in 132 AD. It was by this name that the pre- 
sent Jerusalem was known when the Arabs conquered 
it in the year 63S AD under the Caliph Omar Bin A I 


Miuiiiib. who was received by the Christian Patriarch 
Sophronius in Aelia Capitolina near the present Holv 
Sepulchre in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem known to the Arabs and Muslims as "A1 
Quds i> holy tor the three monotheistic religions: 
Judaism. Christianity and Islam. But it wa& essential- 
ly Arab and Muslim in character although the Chris- 
tians have numerous holy places there such as the 
Holy Sepulchre, the Via Dolorosa. St. Ann’s Church, 
Gcihsemane etc. some of which date back from the 
earliest binh nf Christianity in the liiM century AD. 

For Muslims. Jerusalem is the first Qihlu of Islam 
that is to say ihc direction towards which Muslims 
turned to peril inn the ritual prayer Muslims turned 
the direction ui their prayer towards Al Quds until a 
Koranic revelation (Second Surah verse 144) 
received by the Prophet Mohammad commanded 
Muslims to face the Inviolable Place of Worship nhai 
is the Kaabu at Mecca l. Al Quds is also the site of the 
third holy place in Islam namely A I Aqsa Mosque and 
the Dome ot the Rock and their surroundings, after 
those of Mecca and Medina. Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al 
Sayih says in his book “The Importance of Al Quds 
in Islam" i page 4b. Arabic version l the following: “It 
is historically confirmed that Al Aqsa Mosque was 
built by the Uniayyads and that historians and schol- 


ars concur that Al Aqsa Mosque includes all the walls 
and enclosures with the gates known at the lime of Al 
Isra' and Mi 'rage tihe nocturnal ascension of the 
Prophet to heaven 1.” 

In litis connection it is relevant to mention that in 
his autobiography "Trial and Error" Chaim Weizmun, 
the first president of the state of Israel, hemoaned the 
fact that when he first visited Jerusalem, he saw only 
minarets and domes uf Muslim and Christian holy 
places and Christian belfries and lowers but no Jew- 
ish vestiges in the sky of Jerusalem. 

The Palestinian Arabs are the original inhabitants 
of Palestine including Jerusalem. It is historically 
incorrect to allege as the Zionists and the Jews do that 
the Palestinian Arabs had entered Palestine for the 
first lime during the Muslim Arab conquest in the 
seventh century AD. The invading Arab force was 
relatively .small in number but it seems that gradually 
over the next few centuries most of the indigenous 
inhabitants of Palestine were converted to Islam, 
mass conversions uf populations being not uncom- 
mon in those days. 

Under the United Notions Resolution No. 1SI liii 
of 2*J November 1947 on the Partition of Palestine, it 
was provided that Jerusalem should have an 
international status forming a "Corpus Separatum." 


But this provision was not implemented and West 
Jerusalem remained under Jewish control and East 
Jerusalem under Jordanian rule. However in June 
1%7 Israel launched the war against Egypt, Syria 
and Jordan and occupied the West Bank including 
East Jerusalem. In 1980 Israel annexed Jerusalem. 
Several United Nations resolutions were issued con- 
demning this annexation and declared that the Jewish 
settlements are illegal and are an obstruction to 
peace. On April 24. 1997 the General Assembly of 
the U.N. passed Resolution ES- IQ/2 with the over- 
whelming majority of its member to the eflecl that 
Israeli settlements in the occupied territories are ille- 
gal and an obslacle tu peace, that Israeli measures 
which intend to change the demographic composition 
of Jerusalem or its legal status are null and void and 
demanded Israel to accept the De Jure application of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 194y tu ail the 

occupied territories. 

Notwithstanding the above international resolu- 
tions and convention, Israel turned a deal ear to them 
and continued to feverishly build settlements particu- 
larly in East Jerusalem and its suburbs by confiscat- 
ing or expropriating Palestinian land. In addition 
Israel broke the Rabin government's promise to the 
United States to free/e settlements against the guar- 


antee of a litan of SIO billion and it acted agamst the 
Oslo accord of 1993. the Cairo Agreement of 1994 
and Oslo II all uf which clearly Mate ihat nothing in 
the agreements shall prejudice or preempt ihe out- 
come of negotiations on the interim or permanent sta- 
tus. 

East Jerusalem is a ftilestinian Arab territory occu- 
pied by Israel. The latter being an occupier under 
international law, it cannot and should not change ihe 
demographic status of Jerusalem by bringing foreign 
Jews to settle there. The annexation of Jerusalem by 
Israel is null and void as shown above. Its territory 
belonged to the Palestinians for centuries. If Israel 
aspires for real peace it must return it id the Pales- 
tinians but it cannot have both peace and territory. It 
must therefore eventually apply Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 to East Jerusalem to which 
specific reference is made in the Oslo Accord of 
1993. 

Furthermore Israel must realise that neither the 
Arab World nor the Muslim World nor even the 
Christian World will accept the Jewish rule over East 
Jerusalem. The latter is the key tor peace in the Mid- 
dle East and without returning it to the rightful own- 
ers the Palestinians, there will be neither stability nor 
security and above all no peace. 


An unreformed Georges Marchais leaves the world 


By David Bell 


committed to the Leninist project 


GEORGES MARCHAIS was 
leader of the French Communist 
Party for over 20 years. During his 
tenure the party's share of rhe vote 
sank from 20 per cent to 6: each 
electoral setback led to waves of 
dissidence which all but drained 
the party of activists. 

Although challenged several 
times and subject to severe criti- 
cism over his personal style, his 
pro-Russian strategy and intellec- 
tual shortcomings, he was never 
dislodged because the party' 
remained internally undemocratic. 
Marchais projected himself as an 
aggressive, knockabout character, 
but as the parry’s vote sank his 
media appearances became less 
frequent. He left the party unre- 
formed and. unlike mosr Western 
Communist parties, committed to 
the Leninist project. 

He was bom in 1920 in a small 
village in Calvados. In 1935 He 
left Normandy for Paris and 
became a skilled worker in aero- 
nautics. On December 12, 1942 he 
signed papers as a volunteer work- 
er to go to Germany (for which he 
got a bonus) and went to Leipheim 
to work for Messerschmirt. 

Marchais always claimed he was 
a forced labourer. He was not. Ser- 
vice du travail obligatoire was not 
introduced until February 17. 
1943. Marchais could have 
escaped or applied for exemption. 
The subsequent cover-up w'as a 
minor Watergate. 

Marchais remained in Germany 
until 1943. His life from 1943 to 
1947 remains obscure, but the con- 
troversy is such that, as Auguste 
Lecoeur noted, sooner or later wit- 
nesses will come forward to swear 
that Marchais and Maurice Thorez 
(the French Communist leader, in 
the Soviet Union at the time) were 
together on the barricades in Paris 
in August 1944. 

Marchais joined the Communist 
Party in 1947. the beginning of the 
cold war, when the Communists 
were in a sectarian phase. Thorez’s 
hand can be easily detected in 
Marchais’ ascension. He was 
active in the metalworkers’ union, 
one of the strongest Communist 
unions and became a full-time 
union official in 195 1 . He began to 
move up the party in 1955 when he 
joined the secretariat of Thorez’s 
federation and he probably anend- 
ed the international school in 
Moscow the same year. 

In 1960 he joined the Central 
Committee as an “alternate" and in 
1961 he was made organisation 
secretary after the ousting of 
Thorez’s rival Marcel Servin. Mar- 
chais took the lead in condemning 
the students during the May 1968 
events, dismissing them as petit- 
bourgeois adventures. The union 
strategy to buy off the strikers 
with wage rises and to isolate them 
from the students was enforced by 
Marchais with characteristic 

authority. 

Control of the party organisation 
had enabled Marchais to build up a 
strong position and in 1970 he was 
pade joint secretary-general and 
in 1972 full secretary-general. In 
1973 he was returned to the 
National Assembly from the Val- 
de-Mame. a seat which he held in 
subsequent elections. 

Marchais had the luck to be asso- 
ciated with the popular strategy of 
alliance with rhe Socialists in the 
early seventies but the misfortune 
at the top when the strategy 
paid dividends to the Socialists 
^uher than the Communists. The 
alliance concluded in 1971 did not 
bring victory in the legislative 
elections of "l 973 but those elec- 
tions did show the danger for the 
Communists of the rising Socialist 
force led by Francois Mitterrand 
after the presidential elections 



Georges Marchais with Francis Mitterrand at a demonstration in Paris in 1973 


of the 1974 and Socialist gains in 
by-elections, Marchais decided to 
ride two horses. 

On the one side he decided to put 
a new face on old doctrines and 
embarked on a campaign to mod- 
ernise the Communist image. It 
started with his book Le D£fi 
Democratique (1973) and contin- 
ued through the 22nd Congress in 
1976. remembered as the high 
point of “liberalisation.’' In his 
book, he accepted multi-party pol- 
itics and gave Poland as an exam- 
ple of a multi-party system. The 
attitude to the Soviet bloc was that 
if there were spots on the sun it did 
not mean that there was no sun. 
The East remained the model. 
Marchais did stop visiting Russia 
from 1974 to 1976. although high- 
level contacts were maintained. 

On the other side were the 
attacks on the Socialist Party, 
which steadily increased in tone. 
Marchais attacked Mitterrand per- 
sonally and accused the Socialists 
of moving rightward. In 1977 Mar- 
chais decided rhe alliance with the 
Socialists was undermining the 
party and he torpedoed it. The 
result was a disaster for the party, 
but it enabled a rapprochement 
with the Russians. Marchais 
moved back into the Soviet fold 
and showed support for the Russ- 
ian invasion of Afghanistan (deliv- 
ered on television direct from 
Moscow) and for the Polish Com- 
munists against Solidarity. 

In early 1980. after Marchais* 
meeting with Brezhnev in 
Moscow, the party started to cam- 
paign against rhe emplacement of 
cruise and Pershing missiles in 
Western Europe by NATO and 
hosted with the Polish Commu- 
nists a disarmament conference in 
Paris. 

The 1981 presidential campaign 
was a desperate one. Marchais as 
Communist candidate faced the 
principal figure of the French left 
Mitterrand, whom the Commu- 
nists had helped to build up. The 
anti -Socialist tone of Marchais 
campaign was strident, but despite 
the party's quasi-racialist appeal to 
anti-immigrant feeling, he lost one 
quarter of the party’s vote and was 
easily outdistanced by Mitterrand. 
Making the best of a poor hand. 

the Communists bargained for four 

ministerial portfolios, but Mar- 
chais remained outside govern- 


ment. In 1 984, after a further elec- 
toral setback Marchais pulled the 
party out of government and it 
once again went on to the attack 
against the Socialists, hoping to 
capitalise on rising discontent. The 
result of yet another sectarian turn 
was a further wave of dissidence, 
again debilitating the party — 
although Marchais remained easily 
in control. 

Although he at first welcomed 
Gorbachev's perestroika as a new 
anti-capitalist offensive. he 
became increasingly dismayed at 
the direction of Russian policy. 
The result was the emergence in 
the mid-1980s of a trend in the 
Communist international, dubbed 
the ‘third-und-a-half’ 

international, in which Marchais 
got together with hardliners (Cuba, 
North Vietnam. North Korea and 
so onl and obliquely criticised 
Gorbachev's policies. Marchais 
had good contacts with Kremlin 
hardliners. 

When the Eastern bloc collapsed 
in 1989 Marchais reacted by reaf- 
firming faith in the totalitarian pro- 
ject — central planning, state 
industry and the guiding party. He 
was forced to go to war against yet 
another wave of French Commu- 
nist discontent, this time around 
his old associate Charles Fiterman. 

The party machine enabled Mar- 
chais to dominate the December 
1990 congress to the extent that 
there was only one vote against his 
policies. However, the effort gave 
him his third heart attack in 15 
years. 

The collapse of the Communist 
bloc and then of the Soviet Union 
itself found the French party in a 
stolid mood. Marchais after an ini- 
tial feeling of sympathy with the 
coup against Gorbachev in 1991, 
had been made to condemn it by 
the party’s political bureau. 

Marchais’ line was to declare 
that the French Communist Party 
was not implicated in the activities 
of the Soviet regimes and. if the 
Communist bloc had tarnished the 
ideal, the values of Communism 
remained as valid as ever. 

Georges Marchais continued to 
head the Communist Party up to 
ihe 28th congress of 1 994 at which 
time he stood aside for his nomi- 
nee, Robert Hue. But he remained 
a formidable presence within the 
machine, acting as a vigilante 


against any liberalising backslid- 
iog. Marchais’ federation, the Val- 
de- Marne, emerged as a strong- 
hold of resistance to the new lead- 
ership as it tried to introduce a new 
style. In December 1995, Marchais 
was retired from the party’s top 
bodies but still faced possible 
investigations on charges of illegal 
party binding. 

What Marchais was like as a per- 
sonality is difficult to say. because 
he had very few contacts outside 
the party apparatus. He was sup- 
posed to have had a passion for 
football. 

When somebody mentioned 
deportations and executions in 
Russia. Marchais screeched: “Yes, 
they arrested people, they impris- 
oned people! Well I tell you, they 
didn’t arrest enough! They didn’t 
imprison enough! If they had been 
tougher and more vigilant, they 
wouldn't have got into this situa- 
tion now." 

The image of a working-class 
Parisian lad, outspoken, aggres- 
sive, cocksure, was cultivated as a 
style. Marchais was the most zeal- 
ous of activists and the most ver- 
bally vigorous of his contempo- 
raries, capable of histrionics, turn- 
ing on floods of tears like an old- 
time music-hall performer. He 
applied the parry’s line with 
aggression and agility and the 
rums and twists of Communist 
policy were executed with exem- 
plary loyalty. 

It was probably inevitable that 
the Communist Party in France 
would have declined in the past 20 
years, but Georges Machais 
showed no flair in managing that 
decline. 

Georges Rene Louis Marchais. 
politician: bom La Hoguetie. Cal- 
vados, June 7, 1920; Member Cen- 
tral Committee Communist Party 
of France 1956-97. Political 
Bureau 1959-95, Deputy Secre- 
tary-General 1970-72, Secretary- 
General 1972-94. Deputy for Val- 
de-Mume 1973-97, Member Euro- 
pean Parliament 1979-89; married 
1941 Paulette Noetinger f three 
daughters; marriage dissolved). 
1977 Liliane Garcia lone son j; 
died Paris November 17. 1997. 
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Enjoy returns from the pick of 
the world's stock markets... without the risks. 

Guaranteed Capital Investment Bonds 



available from November 15 1997 to January 8 1998 

Just look at the returns our GCIB II investors 
(3 year Issue) are shortly due to receive: 


USS investors 80% 


GBP investors 50% 


These returns are expected profits which are in addition 
to the 1 00% capital guarantee offered under this issue. 


BritishBank Investments 



Telephone 607471 ext. 1 1 1 or ext. 1 15 for a 
brochure and further information. Alternatively visit 
your BritishBank branch. 


BritishBank 

The British Bant, or the Middle Ea^t 
Member HSBC Group 
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Economy 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, November 25, 1997 


Expansion of Zarqa Free Zone to 
be completed before end of this year 


Iraq targets oil output 
of 6.6 million bpd 


AMMAN ( J.T. J — Work on 
the expansion of the Zarqa 
free trade zone is expected 
to be completed before the 
end of 1997 and the Jordan 
Free Trade Zones Depart- 
ment l.FZDl has already 
taken control of part of the 
additional area which is 
about 1,800 dunums . 

FZD Director Ali Madad- 
hah, who made the 
announcement Monday, 
said that the last phase of 
laying infrastructure ser- 
vices like water, electricity, 
telephone networks and 
streets is almost ready not- 
ing that the cost of the 
expansion project would 


reach JD 4 million. 

Referring to the number 
of investors he said that 
they number S46 of whom 
56 are involved in industri- 
al sector and the rest in 
commercial fields. 

He said that in the free 
trade zone of Aqaba there 
are 90 investors involved in 
commercial fields and in 
the free zone of Sahab there 
are 36 investors and in the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport, only 10. 

Mr. Madadhah said the 
government is conducting 
studies on the prospect of 
converting the whole city 
of Aqaba into a free trade 


zone in a bid to attract 
more investors in industrial, 
tourist and commercial are- 
nas. 

Mr. Madadhah admitted 
that a number of investors 
have opted to pull out from 
the Free Trade Zones in 
Jordan due to reasons of 
their own and partly due to 
the insufficient infrastruc- 
ture services at the time 
when they brought in their 
investments into the Free 
Trade Zones .But he said 
the services have been pro- 
vided encouraging them to 
return. 

He said that attracting 
investors to the Free Trade 


Zones depends on the pro- 
vision of economic, politi- 
cal, social and other 
favourable elements as well 
as political stability and 
security and the freedom 
for investors to transfer 
profits. 

He said the government is 
currently working on 
amendments to laws gov- 
erning investment in the 
free trade zones designed to 
provide further incentives 
to the investors, noting that 
with the expected Jordanian 
entry into the World Trade 
Organisation such amend- 
ments to existing laws have 
become vital. 


Saudis set to readmit foreign 
partners in oil sector — experts 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia 
is likely to reinstate foreign partners in 
at least part of its oil sector to secure 
funds to nearly double its crude output 
capacity, experts said at a conference 
here Monday. 

The kingdom, sitting atop a quarter 
of the global recoverable oil 
resources, is projected to boost pro- 
duction capacity to around 18.9 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) in 2010 
from nearly 10 million bpd at present, 
according to figures released at an 
international oil conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“Expansions in the Gulf energy sec- 
tor require massive funds until the 
year 2010,” said Fuad Chalabi, former 
secretary general of the 11 -nation 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

“I think foreign help will be needed. 
The partners that were in Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states in the past 
appear to be coming back ... But I am 
not saying Gulf states will open up 
their entire energy sector.” 

Saudi Arabia and other major Gulf 
oil producers, seeking to control their 
vital energy industry, dissolved part- 
nerships with foreign investors, most- 
ly Western, in a nationalisation drive 
three decades ago. 


The United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the third biggest oil power, was the 
only country in the region to retain 
foreign partners but it maintained gov- 
ernment control over its energy sector 
with a shareholding of 60 per cent 
According to figures released at the 
two-day oil conference, Saudi Ara- 
bia’s oil output capacity is forecast to 
reach 15.2 million bpd in 2006 before 
it climbs to its highest ever level of 
IS.9 million bpd in 2010, 

Such a level will boost the Gulf 
state's market share to nearly 20 per 
cent of the world's oil crude supplies 
in 2010. estimated at between 94 mil- 
lion and 98 million bpd. The Saudi 
share is currently around 1 1 per cent 
As the cost of adding one extra bar- 
rel to existing capacity ranges 
between 2.000 and 3,000 dollars in the 
Gulf. Saudi Arabia will have to spend 
between $17.8 billion and $26.7 bil- 
lion on expanding its capacity until 
2010 . 

The figure accounts for nearly one 
third of the total investments needed 
for energy expansion in the Middle 
East 

It also exceeds 40 per cent of the 
total oil income of Saudi Arabia, 
which is reeling under weak oil prices 
and huge cash contributions to the 


1991 Gulf war over Kuwait. 

Experts said Saudi Arabia had the 
potential to boost capacity to that level 
given its enormous oilfields, home to 
nearly 261 billion barrels. 

Its production hit a record 1 2 million 
bpd during the oil boom of the late 
1970s and early 1980s before it start- 
ed to slide because of lack of mainte- 
nance in its energy facilities and 
climbing share of other producers. 

But the experts at the Abu Dhabi 
conference warned low oil prices 
could dissuade Saudi Arabia from pur- 
suing expansion plans. 

‘‘Any persistence of real prices 
below $16 in 1996 terms would tend 
to discourage investment in the oil 
industry," said Paul Papadopoulus, 
chief economist at the Manama-based 
Arab Banking Corporation. 

“Conversely, as real price levels 
drift upwards from the $16 benchmark 
levels, investment in oil fields is 
encouraged.” 

While higher oil prices will initially 
encourage investment and economic 
expansion in oil producing countries, 
lower prices, coversely. would tend to 
stimulate economic activity in large 
energy importing countries, he added. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Iraq will seek foreign 
investment to upgrade its 
oil output capacity to 6.6 
million barrels per day 
(bpd) by 2010 after the 
United Nations lifts its 
embargo, an Iraqi oil offi- 
cial said here Monday. 

Capacity is set to reach 

4.3 million bpd in 2000 and 

5.4 million bpd five years 
later before climbing to 6.6 
million bpd in 2010, said 
Saadalla AI-Fathi, senior 
adviser at the Iraqi oil min- 
istry. 

■Troduction capacity will 
grow to 6.6 million bpd by 
the year 2010 that is vety 
close to the target often 
announced by the oil min- 
istry.” Mr. Fathi told an 
international oil conference 
in the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

“Iraq will rely on a num- 
ber of options, including 
production sharing and 
service contracts with an 
array of international oil 
companies. Projects that 
were due for completion 
before the embargo will 
also be revived.” 

Iraq, which has the 
world's second highest oil 
reserves after Saudi Arabia, 
currently produces nearly 
1.2 million bpd under an 
OPEC-assigned quota, 
compared to 3.14 million 
bpd before its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

It has sought to repair its 
war-damaged oil industry 
but lack of equipment 
because of the embargo has 
blocked such plans. Its 
capacity exceeded four mil- 
lion bpd before the war but 
has plunged to nearly two 
million currently. 

“The positive outlook of 
future demand growth will 
allow Iraq to expand its 
production capacity and 
refining industry to a level 
commensurate with its 
reserves and the needs of 


the Iraqi economy,” Fathi 
said. 

“The opportunities for 
cooperation with the 
international oil industry 
have never been better, par- 
ticularly in the upstream 
(production) sector ... 

“However, the gas and 
downstream sectors offer 
great opportunities for 
investment or cooperation 
by engineering and oil 
companies as well," said 
Fathi. 

Fathi said Iraq would be 
back in the market in full 
force as the U.N. sanctions, 
in force since the invasion 
of Kuwait, would eventual- 
ly be lifted following the 
partial resumption of 
exports under the oil-for- 
food accord. 

Under the accord with the 
United Nations, Iraq is 
allowed to export two bil- 
lion dollars worth of crude 
every six months to 
finance imports of humani- 
tarian goods. 

Fathi said the Iraqi oil 
sector performed well in 
1997 despite a shortage of 
equipment, spare parts and 
other oil-related items. 

“However, some of Iraqi 
facilities could have per- 
formed better or incurred 
less deterioration if it was 
not for the U.S. policies in 
the (U.N.) Security Council 
and the sanctions commit- 
tee that prevented, so far, 
the purchase of much need- 
ed spare parts and equip- 
ment,” he said. 

Iraq’s proven reserves 
stand at around 112 billion 
barrels. 

But they are expected to 
rise sharply as there are 
more than 430 billion bar- 
rels in place, he said, refer- 
ring to the remainder which 
can not be extracted with 
the current technology. 

Out of 72 discovered oil- 
fields. only 14 are exploit- 
ed. 


Value of Syrian cotton production set to match oil 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — industry, the official daily 
Record cotton production in Tishrin said Monday. 

Syria this year is set to gener- An increase in production 
ate as much income as the oil of the "strategic" commodity 
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to a million tonnes this year 
from 670,000 in 1996 will 
make it “as important as oil 
for the (Syrian) economy," the 
paper said. 

It said the record output was 
a result of “the success of the 
economic plans implemented 
by the state, which had invest- 
ed hundreds of billions of 
Syrian pounds” in the agricul- 
tural sector and irrigation 
schemes. 

The government had put 
serious effort into the modern- 
ization of the textile sector to 


boost exports of finished and 
semi-finished goods. 

Syria currently ranks as the 
world’s sixth largest cotton 
producer The paper said it 
may well now rise up the pro- 
duction league table. 

In 1996 raw cotton was 
Syria's second most valuable 
export after oil. 

According to the specialist 
weekly. Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey (MEES). Syria 
produces 600,000 barrels per 
day and exports around 
375,000 bpd. 


Fuel prices go 
up in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Fuel prices in Algeria went up 
more than five per cent at the weekend, the second 
increase this year, following a decision by the state- 
owned NAFTAL company. 

Speaking on radio, a NAFTAL spokesman attributed 
the unexpected rise to an “adjustment” resulting from 
changes in oil market prices. 

The increase brings the price of a litre of normal gaso- 
line (petrol) to 18 dinars (30 cents) and diesel to 11.25 
dinars. No price rise had been spelled out in Algeria’s 
1998 state budget. 

Algeria is a major oil-producing state, but its economy 
has been hard-hit by an Islamic insurgency which erupt- 
ed in 1992 and a difficult shift to a freer market 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Haul — (high 


6 Rose essence 
11 Autfit pro 
14 Decorate 


16 Broadcast 

17 Disastrous 

19 Explosive letters 

20 Clammy 

21 Holding in 


23 Fnghtens 

25 Salad vegetable 

26 Asserted 

27 Powerful 

28 * — tong. fife is 
short” 

29 No) live 

30 Sought office 

33 JournalfSt-sociai 
reformer 

34 Cabled 

35 Tiny opening 

36 Mr. Quayie 

37 Ms. Evert 

38 Antic 

39 Titters 

41 Tore 

42 Primes 

43 Inn 

44 Novelist 
Laurence 

45 — voce 

46 Word of 
(fecovery 

47 Diagonal 

52 Turkish VIP 

53 Actor Flynn 

54 Co relay's victim 

55 Obtain 


mum 


by Eugene Puftenberger 


10 Fell back 

11 Calamity 

12 Emergency 

13 Comic Johnson 
18 Prevaricated 

22 Diarist Anais 

23 Narrow groove 

24 The — ' 1 (Dr. 
Seuss) 


HQQEQ □□□□ □□□□ 
naciQH ossa qqqh 
□□□□□ □□□□ CJUL3D 

□□□□ □□□□□□□mss 

IDQBO0EJO QQQ 
□□□ □□□□uaa 
□□□□□&□□□ uuu 

IDCHDa □□□□□ BQUE5 
□□□ □□BGHHaEE 
QB00SIHQ HOE 
□□□ EEBQCJEa 
!□□□□□□□□□□ HQQQ 
□HEJS □□□□ H0EQ0 
□□□□ □□□□ OHODP 

bods □□□□ aoHBa 


At rights insaned. 


44 Certain rug 

45 Safekeeping: 
abbr. 

48 Refrain starter 


ROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1997 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) Don’t get depressed today if annoying 
matters develop at your career activities. Don't lose your com- 
posure oryou could find yourself in a tfifficult situation which 
can be interpreted as not being successful. 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) Plan your time well today to take every 
advantage of information provided to you by some knowl- 
edgeable person. Transfer personal matters to the evening and 
hanrfte them wisely at this time so there won’t beany difficul- 
ty . 

GEMINI 

(May 21 toJuoe 21) You can mate big headway in the outside 
world today, so don't permit home affairs to deter your 
progress. Later this evening will be quite beneficial if you seek 
out the advice of a knowledgeable person concerning tasks. 

MOON CHUJ>REN 

(June 22 to July 2 1) Cbmc to a better understanding with a fel- 
low associate and thereby you can eliminate any difficulties. 
Tty not to get exdted later this evening concerning your career 
activities and take it easy in the days ahead. 


(July 22 to August 21 ) Plan time to soothe a good close friend 
today who is having difficulties with domestic affairs, how- 
ever, don't get so involved thai you neglect your own career 
activities. Tbnight take time for romance and happiness with 
your mate. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) Study whatever is occurring at 
borne today so that you can overt any difficulties which could 
be present. Straighten out these affairs for the better. Later this 
evening try to please your loved ones and thereby enjoy their 
company. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) You may get news today which 
is disturbing, however, cooperation from close friends can 
make things better. Don’t take risks later this evening with 
your reputation oryou coaid find yourself in quite a difficul- 
ty 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21) After a busy day today, seek a 
delightful dose friend who has suggestions for some fun 
activities. You can gain long-term wishes with relative ease if 
you follow the advice of a knowledgeable person who is suc- 
cessful. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21) Tty not to criticise one today 
who is influential oryou could find yourself in quite a difficult 
position. Show your real ability to those in authority and tint 
you are quite capable to handle any career-oriented situation 
in tire days ahead. 


CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) Don't get into a new outlet today 
which could cause you to lose out with a project you have 
been labouring oo for sometime. Later this evening will be 
good for plan recreational activities with your close friends. 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) Don't try to force some personal 
pleasure oo your loved ones or close friends or you could find 
yourself in a difficult position. See important people you know 
later this evening and gain a favour which can be productive. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to Man* 20) Don’t disagree with superiors 
today or you could lose out materially where it truly counts. A 
personal desire can be gained tonight if you have thoroughly 
considered every angle of your career activities in die days 
ahead. 

Biriiistone of November. Topaz — Tiger's Eye 


49 Gun lobby: 
abbr. 

50 Consume 

51 Map abbr. 



THE BETTER HALF, 


Guae sue** 


By Gkwbergen 



'A law was passed today, giving women 

equal rights to the TV remote control...” 



THAT SCRAMBLE WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and MBw ArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as suo* 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer Aero;! 


— i n #i 

I (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TOOTH LEGAL MUFFIN OMELET 
Answer What the crowd experienced at the comedy 
eMt - A TIGHT* ununrr V 
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^ review of news from the Arabic Press 


Hundreds of returnees receive 
compensation from special committee 


** ABOUT S00 persons are receiving 
their share of compensation bein rt dis" 
bursed daily by die committee entrusted 
to pay $49 million to the returnees from 
Kuwait and Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis/war. Yousef Qarraeen, head of the 
committee, expects the number to rise to 
] ,000 persons each day. 

Mr. Qarraeen said the disbursement 
procedures were going smoothly and 
easily within the new framework fol- 


lowed by the committee for the past two 
days. Noting that over JD3 million have 
been paid to the second group of benefi- 
ciaries under the "A” classification, he 
indicated that the disbursements may end 
after three weeks. 

The committee chief stressed that the 
payment unit will continue to receive the 
beneficiaries daily even until late 
evening hours (Al Dustour). 


Majali expects large flow of investments 
to Al Hassan Industrial Estate 


** AMER MAJALI. director general of 
the Industrial Estates Corporation, 
expects the Al Hassan Industrial Estate in 
Iibid to attract increasing investments 
especially those striving toreuch the U.S. 
market. He indicated that the Irbid estate 
was given an added important advantage 
by being designated as an industrial zone 
eligible within the U.S.-Jordan protocol 
under which products manufactured in 
the zone will be allowed to enter the U.S. 
markets free of customs and duties. 

Mr. Majali said that such an advantage 


>■/ s~ : 


b w : w 


will help activate the flow of invest- 
ments. especially from .South East Asia, 
to make use of this highly important step 
which should increase employment 
opportunities and attract high tech indus- 
tries. 

The director general said the corpora- 
tion has among its top priorities to 
expand the industrial estate. He indicated 
that the expansion under the first stage 
which covers more than 200 dunums will 
be completed by the end of next year (Al 
Dusiour + Al Aswuq). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Iran to pump 
$24 billion into 
chemical expansion 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 25, 1997 ^ 

Asian currencies weaker amid 
worries over Yamaichi collapse 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Iran plans to invest near- 
ly $24 billion to expand 
its petrochemical output 
capacity, an Iranian oil 
official told a confer- 
ence here Monday. 

Iran currently pro- 
duces nearly 12 million 
tonnes of petrochemi- 
cals a year. 

The level will grow to 
nearly 16 million tonnes 
in 2000 and around 35 
million tonnes in 2010, 
said Javad Yarjani, an 
adviser to the director of 
international affairs at 
the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC). 

“Production capacity 
is envisaged to reacn 
close to 35 million 
tonnes per year by the 
year 2010, with $24 bil- 
lion total investment out 
of which only $12 bil- 
lion will be in hard cur- 
rency," he told the oil 
conference. 

“The petrochemical 
industry is growing in 
Iran. This industry not 
only plays an important 
role in meeting strong 


and developing internal 
demand, but also is 


becoming one of the 
fastest growing non-oil 
exports in the country.” 

Mr. Yazjani said Iran, 
the second biggest oil 
producer in the II- 
nation OPEC after 
Saudi Arabia, was also 
pressing ahead with 
plans to tap its enor- 
mous gas reserves. 

They are estimated at 
more than 20 trillion 
cubic metres (666 tril- 
lion cubic feet), second 
only to Russia. 

His figures showed 
domestic gas consump- 
tion would jump from 
1.8 trillion cubic feet 
(54 billion cubic metres) 
per year at present, to 
3.5 trillion cubic feet 
(105 billion cubic 
metres) in 2010. 

“The importance of 
this energy source 
becomes more evident if 
we take into account the 
role it plays in increas- 
ing and maintaining oil 
production when it is 
injected back into the 
mature oilfields,” he 
said. 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asian currencies weak- 
ened in mid-afternoon 
trade Monday amid wor- 
ries over negative effects 
of the deteriorating market 
situation in South Korea 
and the collapse of Japan- 
ese securities firm 
Yamaichi, analysis said. 

“Asian currencies led by 
the won are feeling the 
pressure from the decline 
in the stock market” in 
Seoul, said an analyst with 
a Europe-based investment 
firm. 

The Korean stock market 
plunged to a 10 year-low 
on fears that an aid pack- 
age from the International 
Monetary 1 Fund (IMF) 
would spell long-term neg- 
ative effects in its econo- 
my, the world’s llth 
largest, dealers said. 

At mid-afternoon, the 
South Korean won was 
trading around 1,165 to the 
U.S. dollar after opening 
around 1.055. 

The Taiwan dollar was 
trading at 32.355. after 
closing lust week at 32. 20 
to the greenback. 

Southeast Asian curren- 
cies were mostly below 
their closing rales of Fri- 
day, with the Singapore 
dollar trading at 1.5927 
from 1.5895 to the U.S. 


dollar, the Malaysian ring- 
git at 3.4800 from 3.4600. 
and the Thai baht at 39.08 
from 39.00. 

The Indonesian rupiah 
weakened to 3.627 from 
3,595 while the Philippine 
peso was firmer at 34.25 
from 34.44 to the dollar. 

Compounding negative 
sentiment was the collapse 
Monday of Japan's fourth 
largest financial institu- 
tion. Yamaichi Securities 
Co. Ltd., due to huge hid- 
den debts and a loss of 
market confidence amid a 
slump in stock market for- 
tunes. 

“Japan and Korea are the 
biggest economies in Asia 
and people are very appre- 
hensive on what’s going to 
happen when the markets 
open tomorrow in Tokyo,” 
said Tan Kee Wee. vice- 
president of United Over- 
seas Bank tUOBl Invest- 
ment Research. Markets in 
Tokyo were closed for a 
holiday Monday. 

“1 feel the (Southeast 
Asian) currencies are over- 
sold ... but right now it's 
just wait and see," Tan 
added. 

The holiday in Japan 
limited volatility in curren- 
cy trading, which saw the 
ven tradine in a tight ranee 
at 126.45 and 126.89 
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against the dollar, said 
Joanne Chong, an analyst 
at British investment 
house IDEA. 

Pandemonium erupted in 
the South Korean slock 
market as investors pan- 
icked. dumping shares in 
the belief that things 
would turn worse for the 
country once the condi- 
tions for a huge IMF 
bailout package are 
revealed. 

Analysts expect the IMF 
conditions on South Korea 
to be “very stringent” and 
harsh. 

"So far people are just 
speculating about this and 
the conditions from the 
IMF,” an economist here 
added. 

“Of course, there are 
domestic factors already 
present, but still the cur- 
rencies will be mostly 
affected by the contagion," 
said the analyst with the 
Europe-based investment 
firm. 

The Japanese govern- 
ment Monday pledged to 
pursue reforms in its finan- 
cial markets, and assist in 
joint efforts with the IMF 
in fighting the currency 
turmoil sweeping Asia. 

'Germany 
faces worst 
unemployment 
figures' 

BONN (AFP) — Five million 
Germans could be unem- 
ployed this winter, the highest 
figure since the Nazis seized 
power in 1993, Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexrodt said 
Sunday. 

The prospect of unemploy- 
ment reaching 5 million is a 
worst-case scenario but cannot 
be ruled out. Mr. Rexrodt said 
in an interview on InfoRadio 
Berlin-Brandeburg. 

Mr. Rexrodt said there 
would be no sigruficant fall in 
unemployment in 1998 but 
added that Germany had 
"reached the end of the tun- 
nel." 

October's statistics indicated 
that 4.29 million Germans 
were currently out of work, 
and recently two members of 
the five-member Wise Men’s 
committee who advises the 
government on its economic 
policy said the number could 
increase. 

“We cannot rule out that, if 
the winter if very cold, the 
number of unemployed may 
pass through the 5 million 
threshold." the chairman of the 
Wise Men's committee, Her- 
bert Hax, told Bild am Son- 
mag in an interview published 
Sunday. 

According to the paper, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) also expects the 
number of unemployed in 
Germany to raise from 42 
million to 4 A million in 1998. 
The OECD estimations are 
due to be published December 
18. 

These declarations followed 
the announcement by the 
finance ministry Wednesday 
that unemployement would 
not diminish and may increase 
in former East Germany. 
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Australian Steggall takes 
record ski victory 



Zali Steggall of Australia celebrates after crossing the finish line with a win in the 
World Cup women's slalom competition in Park City. She had the fastest combined 
time of 1:36 JO fReuters photo) 


PARK CITY i AFP) _ An 
Australian who trained in 
France and a New 
Zealander born in Austria 
made World Cup history 
Sunday — taking the First 
and third places in the First 
women’s slalom of the sea- 
son. 

Aussie Zali Steggall. who 
polished her ski racing 
skills in France from the age 
of four to 14 while her par- 
ents took a European sab- 
batical. claimed the First- 
ever trophy for Australia in 
a women’s event. 

She clocked 1 min 
36.30secs and was fastest 
on both runs down the 
Clementine piste. 

The 23-year-old’s previ- 
ous best showing was fourth 
last season in Sestriere, 
Italy. 

“I was more nervous 
before the first run than I 
was in between the runs," 
said Steggall. who could 
have raced for France as a 
teenager had she changed 
nationalities. "I won a run in 
Sestriere and got a taste of 
vvhut it was like to win last 
season." 

Australian victories have 
been rare in skiing. 

Steven Lee won a men's 
super-giant slalom at 
Furano, Japan, 19S5. while 
JVJaJ com Milne won the 
1970 Val d'Isere men’s 
downhill. 

Swede Ylvu Nowen made 
up tor the injury absence of 
teammate and overall World 
Cup champion Perni/la 
Wiberg on a sunny after- 
noon in the Rockies. 

Nowen improved her 
career-best Fifth place from 
January as she came in in 
second place on 1:37.08. 
She also Finished second in 
a parallel slalom last month 
in Tignes, France, to open 
the season. 

New Zealand's Claudia 
Riegler. who was bom in 
Austria: - finished third for 
the third time in her career, 
timing on 1:37.35. The 
Kiwi skier has been Fighting 
a glandular virus for the 
past several months and has 
only recently begun feeling 
full Fitness. 

"1 skied to Fight the ill- 
ness, not aginst the other 
skiers,” said last year’s Park 
City winner. 

“In the second run I was 
better on steeps, not so good 
mu flats. I just didnt have 


strength to hold on, so I’m 
happy with third.” 

World Cup points leader 
Deborah Compagnoni, who 
won a giant slalom here two 
days ago. skied out in the 
morning run. but still con- 
trols the table on 2 14 points. 

Chasing on second is 
German Martine Ertl with 
192 while Nowen stands 
third on 189. 

“1 wasn't presumptions to 
think of win,” said Steggal. 
"But after training in 
Colorado for a month with 
the Germans I felt really 


solid. I wanted to give the 
race my best shot and see 
where my technique would 
take me.” 

Steggali's Australian par- 
ents had originally meant to 
spend two years in France, 
but ended up staying a 
decade while their daughter 
grew up. 

“They had taken early 
retirement, but they had 
always travelled around a 
lot,” said Stegall, who 
added that her father is now 
working again as a lawyer 
in Sydney. 


“I know I’m the First 
Aussie- woman to win a 
World Cup race. It's been 
while for the Australian 
technical skiers. I hope the 
sport can develop more 
there. 

"I'm the only person on 
the World Cup for Australia 
and it can sometimes get 
quite lonely. I don’t get 
home for holidays. I left 
Australia on November 3 
and I’ll be borne at the end 
of March. It’s a long time 
abroad, you need to make 
friends.” 


Leach and 
Stark win 
Doubles 
crown 

HARTFORD (AFP) — 
Fourth-seeded Americans 
Rick Leach and Jonathan 
Stark beat the fifth-seeded 
Indian duo Mahesb 
Bhupathi and Leander Paes 
in three sets Sunday to win 
the ATP Tour World 
Doubles Championship. 

Leach and Stark captured 
their First title of the year 
despite appearing in five 
finals. It was also their first 
world championship suc- 
cess as a team. (Leach also 
won the event with Jim 
Pugh in 198S). 

Sunday's victory was 
worth 115,000 dollars in 
prizemoney and Leach and 
Static Finish third in the 
final ATP Tour team rank- 
ings, behind Australia’s 
Mark Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge and Dutchmen 
Jacco Eitingh and Paul 
Haarhuis. who Leach and 
Stark defeated here in the 
semi-finals. 

Bhupathi and Paes. play- 
ing in the Championships 
for the first tome, were 
denied their seventh dou- 
bles crown of 1997. 


Iran leave 
for second 
leg in 
Australia 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian national squad left 
here for Melbourne 
Monday to prepare to play 
Australia for the last quali- 
fying place for the 1998 
World Cup. 

The Iranians will have 
their leading scorer Karim 
Bagheri (18 goals in 14 
matches) back for this sec- 
ond leg. 

He was suspended for 
the home leg in Tehran on 
Saturday. 

Iran only managed a 1-1 
draw at home, giving 
Australia a vital away goal 
advantage for the second 
leg in Melbourne on 
November 29 as they com- 
pete for the final qualifying 
place for the 1998 World 
Cup. 



Norwegian Innovation Kvaerner sails into Freemantie, Western Australia after 
the second leg of the Whitbread Round the World Race November 24 to seize 
overall lead in the race. Swedish Match, co-skippered by Gonnar Krantz and 
Erie Williams, won the second leg of the race to take the winner’s flag some 192 
miles ahead of Norwegian entry Innovation Kvaerner, skippered by Knul 
Frostad (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Chinese pro basketball 
league grounded 

BEIJING (AFP) — The newest of China's 
two rival basketball leagues has run into 
funding difficulties, indefinitely postpon- 
ing the launch of its 1 997-98 season. While 
the Hilton Basketball League (HBL) 
kicked off its campaign on Sunday with six 
games, no teams suited up for planned 
weekend season openers of the CNBA — 
which stands for China National 
Basketball Alliance. “The 1997-98 CNBA. 
which was to be held from November 22. 
1997, to March 16, 1998, is postponed 
because its sponsor, the Spectrum 
Company of Hong Kong, cannot provide 
required funds in time.” die State Physical 
Culture and Sports Commission said. The 
CNBA — launched a year ago with a dis- 
tinctly American flavour and more foreign 
players and coaches than the existing HBL 
— has been embattled from dav one. 


Cborkina and Ivankov 
take first honours 

STUTTGART (AFP) — Russia's Olympic 
and World gymnastics champion Svetlana 
Chorkina and Ivan Ivankov of Belarus won 
the first round of the World Cup competi- 
tion here on Sunday. The 18-year-old 
Chorkina took the overall prize thanks to 
wins in the floor and uneven bars cate- 
gories while Ivankov, 22 and overall World 
champion, won in the rings and parallel bar 
events. Chinese gymnast Li Xiaopeng, pan 
of the Chinese team that won the world 
team title, claimed a famous win in the 
floor exercise when he beat Russian Alexei 
Nemov, the reigning world champion in 
that event 


Bolton bar Fish from 
World team 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — English 
Premiership club Bolton Wanderers have 
barred South African defender Mark Fish 
from playing for the Rest of the World 
against Europe in Marseille on December 
4. The World team includes one player 
from each non-European qualifier for the 
1998 World Cup and the exhibition pre- 
cedes the draw for the 32-nation tourna- 
ment A South African Football 
Association official said Bolton were con- 
cerned at the number of matches Fish was 
missing due to international call-ups and 
considered the Marseille match a fnendly. 
The rules of football’s world governing 
body FIFA require clubs to release players 
for seven internationals each year and Fish 
has played six with at least four more due 
in December. 

Kenya win road relay 

CHIBA (AFP) — The five-man Kenyan 
team took the men’s title in the Chiba inter- 
national marathon road relay race here 
. Monday. Philip Mosima clocked the fastest 
time of 13 minutes 26 seconds in the sec- 
ond 5km leg. while John Gwako also timed 
the fastest of 34:55 in the fifth 12. 1 95km 
(7.6 mile) leg, bringing the Kenyans home 
in a combined time of lhr 59min 
16sec.was their first victory in the compe- 
tition. The men’s race is run over five legs. 
The first and third are 10km. the second 
and fourth are 5km long, with a final leg of 
12.195km. The women’s race is run over 
six equal legs. Japan finished second in 
2:00:55, followed by Australia in 2:01:21. 
South Africa fourth in 2:01:59. New 
Zealand fifth in 2:02:07 and Spain sixth in 
2:02:30. 


Juventus miss out but it’s all 
change in Spain and France 


PARIS (AFP) — Juventus 
missed a golden opportuni- 
ty to go top of the Italian 
Serie A on Sunday when 
they managed only a 2-2 
draw at home to Parma bur 
there was a change at the 
top in both Spain and 
France. 

Barcelona continued their 
current disaster run when 
they lost I-l) to Oviedo and 
were consequently knocked 
off the top of the Spanish 
table by traditional rivals 
Real Madrid who scored a 

1- 1 draw at Athletic Bilbao. 

And unfashionable Metz 

went back to the top of the 
French first division with a 

2- 1 home win over 
Toulouse after Marseille 
and Paris St. Germain both 
crashed to surprise defeats. 

In Germany Wolfsburg 
inflicted the second defeat 
of the season on Bundestiga 
leaders Kaiserslautern 
thanks to a penalry near the 
end allowing Bayern 
Munich to close the gap on 
their rivals to a single point. 
Meanwhile Fcyenoord 
scored their first win under 
new coach Leo Beenhakker 
when they defeated Utrecht 

3- 1 in the Netherlands 
while two goals from new 
Lithuanian signing Edgaras 
Kankauskas helped Brugge 
maintain their unbeaten 


record and a five point lead 
in the Belgian first division 
after a 2-2 draw away to 
Ekeren. 

Brazilian striker Mario 
Jardel struck twice to give 
Portuguese champions 
Porto a hard-fought 2-1 
away win over Braga. Porto 
were down to 10 men after 
66 minutes when defender 
Rui Jorge - was sent off. 
Croatian striker Mladen 
Karoglan headed Braga’s 
equaliser but Porto restored 
their advantage when Jardel 
took his tally to 10 goals 
this season. 

Juventus. who had stood 
poised to go top of the 
Italian league on goal dif- 
ference. had to settle for a 
share of the points against 
Parma and remained two 
points adrift of pacesetters 
Inter Milan who drew 2-2 
with Inter Milan 24 hours 
earlier. 

Marcello Lippi's champi- 
ons pushed forward, but 
paid the price in the 34th 
minute. A long ball from 
Brazilian Ze Maria caught 
out Juventus’ defence and 
Enrico Chiesa ran through 
to tuck the ball past god- 
keeper Angelo Peruzzi. 

Juventus levelled in the 
43rd minute when 
Alessandro Del Piero chest- 
ed down Angelo Di Livio’s 


cross and volleyed past 
Parma's teenage goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon from 
close range. 

But two minutes later.' 
another long ball — this 
time from the head of Dino 
Baggio — found Hernan 
Crespo and the Argentine's 
angled shot into the far cor- 
ner was just too good for 
Peruzzi. 

Parma looked set for all 
three points until the 83rd 
minute, when Nicola 
Amoroso rose above the 
melee to head Juventus’ 
equaliser from a comer. 

Despite failing to close 
the gap on Inter, Lippi said: 
T'm very pleased with the 
match and the team’s per- 
formance at the moment. 
We made a good start, but 
after their first goal it was a 
different game. 

“We showed real charac- 
ter and determination: the 
team were convinced they 
didn't deserve to lose, and 
we nearly won in the end.” 

Spanish fans must have 


wondered if it was worth 
turning out to watch the rest 
of the league programme on 
Sunday. With the first three 
places decided 24 hours 
earlier — Sunday's six 
matches produced just five 
goals. 

Celta Vigo who went 1-0 
clear just before half-time 
thanks to a goal from 
Mostovoi, were finally 
beaten 2-1 at home by 
Racing Santander who 
charged back with second- 
half goals from Chema and 
Bestcvbasmykh, 

And a goal from Pier mid- 
way through the second- 
half clinched Real Zaragoza 
a 1-0 home win over 
Tenerife. 

But Salamanca versus 
Real Sociedad, 

Compostella against 
Valladolid, and Merida 
verus Real Mallorca all 
ended goalless. 

On Saturday Barcelona 
were knocked off the top of 
the first division for the first 
time this season and just 


three weeks after opening 
up a seven-point lead- when 
they were beaten 1-0 at 
Oviedo. 

The home side sealed 
their win with a 67th 
minute spot kick from 
Arentinian Roberto Pompei 
while the visitors missed a 
penalty and finished with 
nine men after Josep 
Guardiola and Fernando 
Couto were sent off. 

Barcelona, struggling to 
recapture their form and the 
confidence which disap- 
peared completely when 
they crashed 4-0 at home 
against Kiev in the 
European Champions’ 
League, have now lost their 
last three league games. 

Saturday’s result enabled 
Real to go top on goal dif- 
ference after Fernando 
Morientes’ scored a late 
equaliser in a 1-1 draw at 
Athletic Bilbao — a result 
which prompted Bilbao’s 
manager, former Paris SL 
Germain supremo and 
French international Luis 


Fernandez to declare that 
his side had been “robbed." 

Both Real Madrid and 
Barcelona now have 28 
points from 13 games, 
while Atletico Madrid three 
points back after Saturday's 
3-1 home win over 
Valencia. 

Metz went back to the top 
of the French first division 
on Friday with a 2- 1 home 
win over Toulouse which 
left them one point clear of 
Marseille and two ahead of 
reigning champions 

Monaco. 

Marseille, who had gone 
clear a week ago with a 4-0 
thrashing of Auxerre, con- 
ceded pole position after 
their 2-0 loss at Strasbourg 
on Thursday to leave the 
door open for Metz, who 
have never won the cham- 
pionship. 

Goals from Vladan Lukic 
in the 25th minute and a 
Robert Pires penalty eight 
minutes from the end can- 
celled out a Joel Tiehi goal 
for Toulouse, who had 


Nicolas Paviot dismissed 
after barely half an hour. 

Monaco ensured third 
spot in the standings with 
their humiliating 3-0 win 
against Paris Saint Germain 
on Thursday. 

Bordeaux, who are in fifth 
place and one point behind 
PSG, squandered their 
chances and crashed 1-0 at 
promoted Chateauroux. for 
whom Nicolas Weber 
scored the only goal on 66 
minutes. It was Bordeaux’s 
first defeat since September 
5. 

The win took unheralded 
Chateauroux out of the bot- 
tom four, a point clear of 
1995 champions Nantes, 
who crashed 3-0 at fellow 
stragglers Rennes. 

Cannes remain bottom on 
14 points but boosted their 
chances of survival by beat- 
ing Lyon 1-0, 

In Germany, Bayern made 
foil use of Kaiserslautern's 
loss by steararolling 
Duisburg 3-0, in spite of 
heavy fog which rendered 
visibility hopeless for both 
players and crowd. 

Bayern took a 2-0 lead 
into the half-time break 
after headed goals by 
Thomas Helmer in the lClth 
and Ruggiero Rizzitelli in 
the 37th minutes. Rizzitelli 
and libero Lothar 


Matthaeus celebrated suc- 
cessful comebacks after 
long injury breaks although 
the latter had little to worry 
about in defence. Mehmut 
Scholl, one of Bayern's 
best, scored his side's third 
of the day in the 72nd 
minute and ensured that 
Duisburg keeper Thomas 
Gill was the busiest man on 
the pitch. Bayern are now 
breathing down the necks 
of Kaiserslautern, separated 
by just one point, and will 
clash head to head in two 
weeks time for a true test of 
who is the best in the 
Bundesliga. In between 
however Bayern must deal 
with an energy-sapping 
Champions League match 
Wednesday against 

Besiktas Istanbul in Turkey. 
UEFA Cup champions 
Schalke, who host the 
Portugese side Braga 
Tuesday, are fourth in the 
Bundesliga after -their 2-0 
defeat of Bayern’s city 
rivals I860. Second half 
goals from Martin Max in 
the 49th minute and Marc 
Wilmots in the 90th secured 
the win. It was Schalke's 
seventh home victory from 
their eight matches." They 
are level on 28 points with 
Stuttgart who demoralised 
Karlsruhe 3-0 Saturday. 
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Chris O 'Donell & 
Jene Hackman ... in 

THE CHAMBER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Charles Grodin ... in 

BEETHOVEN’S 

2ND 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 
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Nour Al Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 
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Shows: 12:30. 3:30- 6:00, 
8:15. 10:30 
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COBCORD -1* 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD «2- 

SLEEPWALKERS 




A Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


ABDOUN 

NourAl Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 
ALMASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 


Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 
8:15, 10:45 
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GALLERIA 2 



ABDOUN 

NOTHING TO LOSE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


f( B a sha m Yanes Iheetre 

TEL: 625155 

NOW ON DAILY 
THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yarns 
and Amal Dabbas 
For teservHintf call: W 015 S. 625155 
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Novotna 
outplays 
Pierce 
to win 
final 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Jana Novotna, probably the 
most talented player never 
to have won a Grand Slam 
title, kept her notoriously 
fragile nerve and swept to a 
7-6 (7/4), 6-2, 6-3 victory 
over French opponent Man' 
Pierce in the WTA Champi- 
onship final here Sunday. 

He 29-year-old Czech, 
still best remembered for 
her tears when she threw 
away a third set lead to go 
down to defeat against Stef- 
fi Graf in the 1993 Wimble- 
don final, admitted after her 
victory: “Alas — this isn't a 
Grand Slam victory. But it's 
the next best thing.” 

Novotna, who finishes the 
season in second place in 
the rankings behind Mani- 
lla Hingis and who also won 
the doubles title here with 
Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States, said she had 
used ice on her legs during 
the changeovers as a pre- 
caution. 

She had been worried, 
after all her matches in both 
events, that she would not 
have the stamina to play 
through _ the exceptional 
‘best of five-sets’ final. 

Pierce, 23 in January and 
still looking to win a set 
after four defeats against 
the stylish Czech, "came 
close to taking the first set. 
Throwing caution to the 
wind she took a page out of 
Novotna's book and gave a 
superb demonstration of 
‘serve-and-volley’ tennis. 

But after failing to con- 
vert two match points at 6-5 
— she allowed Novotna to 
surge back. 

The Czech jumped on a 



Southwest Asian Games 

Weightlifter Khawaldeh earns 
Jordan’s first medal 


a 


Second-seed Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic cele- 
brates her win over seventh-seed Mary Pierce of France 
in their finals match in the Chase Championships of the 
Corel WTA Tour, at Madison Square Garden in New 
\ork. Novotna beat Pierce 7-6 6-2 6-3 to win the tour- 
nament (Reuters photo) 


series of unforced errors by 
the 1995 Australian Open 
champion in the tie-break 
and then never looked back. 

“Obviously winning thai 
first set was cruc ial, said 
Novotna, a finalist at Wim- 
bledon again this year. 
"Once I had won the tie- 
break 1 felt nothing could 
stop me.” 

Pierce lost her way in the 
35-minute second-set and 
although she tried desper- 
ately to climb back into the 
match in the third, Novotna 
was clearly determined that 
she was n ot going to let her 
opponent off the hook. 

In all she slammed down 


15 aces to three by Pierce 
and kept her opponent 
under constant pressure 
with the depth of her 
groundstrokes. 

“I tried hard in the third 
set — but nothing I did 
worked.” said a clearly dis- 
appointed Pierce after her 
loss. 

The French player, who 
defeated World No. 1 Marti- 
na Hingis in the quarter- 
finals, added sadly: “It was 
just one of those days” 

Novotna is the first player 
ro win both the singles and 
doubles titles at the Cham- 
pionships since Martina 
Navratilova in 1 9S6. 


McRae storms back out of fog 


CHELTENHAM (.AFP) — 
Colin McRae came fighting 
back after a foggy first 
stage of the RAC Rally's 
second leg had threatened 
to derail his victory bid. 

The Scot, who needs to 
keep alive his world cham- 
pionship challenge, fought 
his way back to within 
27 sec of surprise leader 
Richard Burns of England 
after crashing in fog. 

The Subaru driver, who 
led the season's finale by 
nine seconds overnight 
when the Rally moved into 
the Welsh forests, found 
himself tumbling down the 
leaderboard after an error 
on the day’s first special 
stage. 

Fust man on the road by 
vinue of his overall posi- 
tion in the rally. McRae 
expressed concern at the 
start of the section about 


the fog shrouding the roads 
he was about to tackle. 

The 29-year-old’s fears 
proved well founded as he 
careered off the road and 
lost over a minute, drop- 
ping back to eighth place. 

The two men immediate- 
ly behind McRae — Juha 
Kankkunen and Didier 
Auriol — also encountered 
problems. But the next man 
along. Bums, produced a 
stunning performance to 
win the stage comfortably 
and surge into the overall 
lead. 

McRae admitted he had 
made a mistake when 
struggling through the fog 
:ind said: “I couldn't see a 
thing and drove off a 
straight piece of road. I got 
back on again with only a 
little damage to the front of 
the car. but I’m really 
cheesed off." 


NBA RESULTS 


It looked like potentially 
the end of McRae’s title 
bid. especially because he 
had handed the initiative 
back to arch rival Tommi 
Makinen, of Finland. 

If the Mitsubishi driver is 
to retain the world crown 
after this event be needs 
only to finish sixth, the 
position he held overnight, 
and the carnage in front of 
him on the Radnor stage 
enabled Makinen to move 
up to fourth. 

Makinen was fifth, 2 min 
24sec down. 

Seppo Haijanne. Maki- 
nen 's co-driver said: “We 
just couldn’t see anything 
in there. It’s very foggy ". 

Bur McRae displayed his 
determination by hitting 
back with a vengeance on 
the next three specials. 


By Aleen Banna van 
in Amman and Jordan 

Sports Media reporters 
in Tehran 

JORDAN WON its first sil- 
ver medal at the Southwest 
Asian Games when Ayed 
Khawaldeh won the 54- 
kilogramme event as the 
weightlifting competition 
got under way in Tehran, 
Iran, Monday. 

The win put Jordan on the 
medals table after it was the 
only country without one. 
Iran leads the table fol- 
lowed by Tajikistan. 

Khawaldeh, who became 
the only Jordanian to win 
three medals at July's Pan- 
Arab Games said his win 
came about because of the 
dedicated efforts of his Chi- 
nese coach. 

Khawaldeh, the only 
weightlifter representing 
Jordan had expressed his 
confidence before the event 
saying he hoped to be “the 
first to gain a gold medal.” 

“I pray that the rest of my 
teammates will also be suc- 
cessful in their respective 
competitions,” added 
Khawaldeh. 

The silver medal made up 
for otherwise disappointing 
results at the Games cur- 
rently under way in Tehran 
with 12 countries compet- 


ing in 17 sports events. 

In other events Monday. 
Jordan lost its team tennis 
match to Turkmenistan. 

Ahmad A1 Hadeed who 
had beaten Turkmenistan 
in the men’s singles again 
scored a 6-1. 6-1 win but 
the team manager, Mazen 
Hatumleh. registered as 
player in the team event 
because the event required 
at least two players lost the 
second mutch 6-0, 6-0 just 
as he had against Iran and 
Tajikistan. 

Turkmenistan beat Jordan 
in the doubles 5-6, 6-4, 1-6. 

Team tennis could not 
have gone better with the 
team missing the country's 
current top tennis players, 
Furis and Laith Azzouni 
who were unable to join the 
team for personal reasons 
leaving A1 Hadeed us the 
only player. 

The boxing event also 
started Monday. Jordan’s 
five boxers were all medal 
winners at the Pan-Arab 
Games. 

However, things went the 
wrong way on the first day 
with Ayman Nadi losing 3- 
2 to Tajikistan in the 63- 
kilogrammes, Kamal Abdul 
Majid losing 5-0 to Kyr- 
gyzstan in the 60-kilo- 
grammes. 

Khatdoun Abdul Hamid 


and Basel Hinduwi are 
assured of a medal alter 
getting first round byes in 
the 57 and SI kilogrammes. 

Mohammad Abu Khadi- 
jeh faced the Turkmen 
champion in the heavy- 
weight 91-kilogramme cui- 
egory . The resul t was 
unavailable by press time 

In two days of competi- 
tion Jordan was eliminated 
from the wrestling and bad- 
minton and the teams have 
already returned home. 

The fencing competition 
gets under way Tuesday. 
Jordan's Amer* Namur, a 
medallist at the Pan-Arab 
Games, will be competing 
without the guidance of his 
couch who hud to return to 
Amman because he could- 
n't extend his leave from 
the University of Jordan. 

The athletics competition 
also starts Tuesday with 
Jordan’s Awwad Sreyes 
taking part in the 5,000 
metres and Tureq Najjar in 
the discus. 

Meanwhile, the organis- 
ing committee seemed like- 
ly to keep the marathon for 
which only a handful of 
athletes have turned up. 

They also decided to hold 
the 10,000 metres Wednes- 
day. Awwad Sreyes will run 
that race as well. 

Open to men's teams 


only, the Nov. 19-28 Games 
hat e brought together ath- 
letes from Saudi Arabia, 
Syria. Palestine. Oman, 
Kyrgyzstan. Tajikistan. 
Turkmenistan. Kuwait, 
Lehunon. Yemen, Jordan 
and Iran. 

Jordan’s 37-member dele- 
gation comprises 19 ath- 
letes competing in 8 events: 
Athletics, boxing, fencing, 
badminton. tennis, 

wrestling, weightlifting and 
judo. 

The games also include 
basketball, karate, table 
tennis, soccer, handball, 
taekwondo shooting and 
swimming. 

Unable to cover air-fare, 
many Jordanian federations 
opted to stay away like 
equestrian, handball, bas- 
ketball. volleyball, shooting 
and table tennis federations 

However, in an effort to 
increase the Kingdom's 
competitive chances, the 
Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOC) sponsored excelling 
players by paying l'or 
medal-winning athletes at 
July’s Pan-Arab Games, 
while the rest of the partici- 
pating federations covered 
their own expenses. 

Jordan took a total of 40 
medals, including 10 gold. 
8 silver and 22 bronze 
medals to finish fifth 


among the 19 participating 
countries gaining more 
gold medals in Beirut than 
in the past seven Pan- Arab 
Games altogether, and cap- 
ping the best Jordanian par- 
ticipation since the event 
was first held in 1953. 

Twelve medal-winners 
are included in the delega- 
tion including Fakruldin 
Fuad and Tarcq Najjar (ath- 
letics ), Mousa Khaluf 
tjudo). Mohammad Abu 
Khudijeh, Ayman Nadi, 
Kama! Abdul Humid. Khul- 
doun Abdul Hamid and 
Basel Hindawi (boxing). 
Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh 
and Ismail Sheikh 
(wrestling). Ayed 

Khawaldeh (weiglulifting), 
and Amer Natour (fencing). 

Only three of the eight 
federations participating in 
the Tehran Games were 
impressive in Beirut. 

The boxing, athletics and 
weightlifting teams earned 
five medals each while Lhe 
wrestlers took four. Judo 
and fencing earned a medal 
each. 

On the other hand, some 
of the declining federations 
had impressive results at 
the Pan-Arab Gaines like 
the gold medal-winning 
soccer team and table ten- 
nis who took two bronze 
medals. 


Packers crush Cowboys 



GREEN BAY (AFP) — 
Dorsey Levens ran w’ild as 
the Super Bowl champion 
Green Bay Packers snapped 
an eight-game losing streak 
against Dallas with a 45-17- 
victory over the Cowboys 
on Sunday. 

Levens rushed for a fran- 
chise-record 190 yards and 
Brett Favre passed for four 
touchdowns. 

None of Green Bay’s 
eight previous losses to 
Dallas was at Lambeau 
Field, w’here the Packers 
extended their franchise- 
record home winning streak 
to 22 games. 

The win was the sixth in 
seven games for the Pack- 
ers (9-3), who moved one 
game ahead of Minnesota 
and Tampa Bay in the NFC 
Central. 

The Vikings were beaten 
23-21 at the New York Jets 
and the Buccaneers lost 13- 
7 at Chicago. 

The battle between the 
New York Giants and the 
Washington Redskins at the 
top of (he NFC East ended 
in a 7-7 stalemate. 

The Jets’ win gave them 
sole possession of first 
place in the AFC East, 
while New England joined 
Miami in second place with 
a 27-24 victory over the 
Dolphins. 


The San Francisco 49ers 
broke a franchise record by 
winning their 1 1th consecu- 
tive regular season game. 
17-10 over San Diego! 

- SThe Detroit Lions man- 
aged to put two wins 
together thanks to another 
200-yard game from Barry 
Sanders, his second of the 
season and fourth of his 
career. 

Sanders rushed for a sea- 


son-high 216 yards and two 
touchdowns in the 32-10 
win over Indianapolis. 

In other games. Atlanta 
beat New Orleans 20-13. 
Arizona downed Baltimore 
16-13. Philadelphia edged 
Pittsburgh 23-20, Ten- 

nessee beat Buffalo 31-14. 
Cincinnati beat Jack- 

sonville 31-26, Kansas City 
beat Seattle 19-14. and Car- 
olina beat St. Louis 16-10. 




t 






Stexto ~ SeoecOA 

Specialized Liquor Store 

The widest variety of wines, liqueurs 

& Spirits in Town. SPECIAL PRICES 
Abdoun Circle, next to Planet Donut Tel. 079-31 352 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Two-floor villa. Each floor consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 large lounges, big 
kitchen, central heating. New building with nice 
garden and garage. 

Location: Deir Ghbar. 

Please call Tel.: 820039, Amman 


New York Giants running back Tyrone Wheatley (28) is 
upended by a shoulder block by Washington Redskins’ 
William Gaines (95) in their NFL game (Reuters photo) 


CAR FOR SALE 


Peugeot 505, model 1988 duty unpaid 
diplomatic plate, A/C, new Michelin tires 
in good condition. 

Tel: 694351 Ext 210 (am.) 
v or 643506 (afternoon ) j 


JN) Semi-Detached Villas 

Abdoun 


Boston 

90 

Detroit 

86 

New York 

104 

Vancouver 

84 

Chicago 

103 

Sacramento 

88 

LA Lakers 

119 

LA Clippers 

102 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Luxurious apartment with deluxe furniture in a 
distinguished location in Shmeisani. Consists of 3 
bedrooms (one master), 2 salons, dining, lounge, 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, telephone and 
satellite. 

Jubrael Real Estate Tel.: 5523185/5533490 


Make use of Your Time 

LEARN ARABIC 

We offer special courses of Arabic 
for speakers of other languages 

All levels 

Colloquial * Classical * Diplomatique 

All in a relaxing, comfortable, atmosphere. 
Register Now 

HORIZON CULTURAL CENTER 
Shmeisani Tel: 681628 - 691073 


(3 Villas Surrounding Central Court) 

Suitable for Embassies, regional offices, housing, 
..etc., (Will also consider long term rental) 

Price : From J.D. 115 Thou. 


Contact : Tel 812976 , Cel. 30333 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTHOUAR SHARIF 
4TANNAH HJRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


ft I . Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

M 10543 CQ8B2 M 103 48 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no tramp. What do you respond? 

ft 2 - East-West vulnerable, as 

Snub you hold: 

** 943 OK J 10 8 Z *AQ843 

The bidd ing baa proceeded: 

"0H3H EAST SOUTH WEST 

i* Pbm 20 IW 

?? Pass T 

"bat do you bid now? 

ft 3 ■ East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦Void OK9 76 OAQ953 *K9fi6 
The htrilWwp hn. 1 

JIB X 

10 !*• 

^npave 

t action do you take? 


q .4 - Afl South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*63 C-A04 :AK10S4 *AK4 

Tbebiddu^hwproraedW: 

foimr west north east 

?" i * i , 

What do you bid now: 

Q. 5 - East-West vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 

*A98 W *AK7S *85432 
Your right-hand opr™to^ 
the bidding with one heart- What 
nction do you take? 

Q. 8 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

,». * p's* *7852 

“-HSfiKSttSr 

you respond? 


MR. BEAN .. On me dn«ma " for the third consecu&ve week 

Concord Cinema ... Tel. 677420 



ROWAN ATKINSON 

Mr . BEAN 

THE ULTIMATE DISASTER MOVIE 

Two hours ol consecutive laughing 
Shows:- (12:30 , 3:30 , 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) pan. 


AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONVENTION ELECTION 

What is the election for? 

The Constitutional Convention election is being held so 
Australian voters can choose 76 delegates to attend the 
Constitutional Convention. The election is being 
conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission as a 
voluntary postal ballot. The Constitutional Convention to 
be held in February 1998, will be a forum to discuss 
issues relating to whether or not Australia should become 
a republic. Delegates to the convention will not have the 
power to decide to change the current system — that 
decision is up to the Australian people and can only be 
made at a Referendum. 

Who can vote? 

A person is entitled to vote if their name is on the list of 
Australian electors which Is taken from the 
Commonwealth Electoral Roll at ctose of rolls on 7 
October, 1997. People overseas during the election 
period' who wish to check if they are on the roll for this 
election can do so by calling 61-2-6271 4652. Further 
information is available on the AECs Internet home page 
at http://www.aec.gov.au 
How to vote 

Vote in person at the Australian Embassy in Amman, or 
request by telephone for voting material to be despatched 
to you. 

Voting in Amman will be available up to 

12:00 noon on Tuesday 2 December 1997 



COME TO || 

INTERNET C OURSE 

• Latest information on online services 
1 Practical access to the world-wide web for every student 

For more details please contact ABI 
Tel. No. 614733 Fax No. 614721 


E-Mail: abi @ firstnet.com.jo 


JORDAN TIMES FAX: 696183 
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Israel to offer modest troop 
withdrawals from West Bank 

Albright warns Netanyahu if he fails to forge a credible plan 
for withdrawal, halt in settlements, he will be publicly held 
responsible for deadlock in peace process — press 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Under snong U.S. 
pressure. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu sig- 
nalled a readiness Monday to 
approve a modest transfer of 
additional West Bank territo- 
ry to Palestinian rule, spark- 
ing threats of rebellion from 
nationalists in his coalition 
government. 

The prime minister’s media 
advisor. David Bar- 111 an. con- 
firmed press reports that Mr. 
Netanyahu had put forward a 
proposal to withdraw from an 
additional six to eight per 
cent of the West Bank, 70 per 
cent of which remains under 
full Israeli control. 

“A withdrawal of this mag- 
nitude was mentioned by 
Netanyahu during his recent 
meeting in London with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright,” Mr. Bar-Ill an told 
AFP. 

Mr. Bar-Ill an said Mr. 
Netanyahu was also willing 
to ‘'slow down” the expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements in 
disputed areas, but not to halt 
such building, even temporar- 
ily, as demanded by the U.S. 
and the Pales tinians . 

According to Israel Radio, 
Mr. Netanyahu’s plan would 


involve carrying out two of 
three further West Bank troop 
withdrawals Israel is commit- 
ted to under U.S.-backed 
interim peace accords but has 
failed so far to implement 

In exchange. Mr. 
Netanyahu would demand 
that the Palestinian National 
Authority agree to hold accel- 
erated negotiations on a per- 
manent peace agreement and 
permit Israel to delay its third 
troop pullback until the end 
of the talks. 

Israel already offered a first 
pullout in March from two 
per cent of the territory under 
its full control but this was 
rejected by the Palestinians as 
insufficient. 

Mr. Netanyahu discussed 
the new proposal late Sunday 
with Foreign Minister David 
Levy, Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and was to bold more 
cabinet consultations later 
Monday, the radio said. 

Israeli media reported this 
week that Ms. Albright 
warned Mr. Netanyahu at 
their Nov. 14 meeting that if 
he failed to come up soon 
with a credible plan for carry- 
ing out the withdrawals and 


observing a “time out” in set- 
tlement building, she and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
would publicly hold him 
responsible for the deadlock 
in die peace process. 

According to Israeli 
reports, Ms. Albright believes 
Israel should yield an addi- 
tional 15 per cent of the West 
Bank in the next handover. 

Palestinian officials imme- 
diately criticised the new 
Israeli plan as insufficient, 
but said they would be will- 
ing to discuss "serious” pro- 
posals for additional land 
transfers. 

“Nothing which comes out 
of the prime minister’s office 
has any reliability.” 
Palestinian Cooperation 
Minister Nabil Sha’ath told 
AFP. 

“Whenever Netanyahu is 
ready to put forward propos- 
als which abide by our agree- 
ments, let him put them for- 
ward. He -knows our address. 
Then we can discuss every- 
thing with precision before 
entering final status talks” be 
said. 

Interim peace accords 
require Israel to withdraw by 
mid- 1 998 from all of the 
West Bank, except for Jewish 


settlements and military 
zones. The future of the set- 
tlements and Jerusalem are to 
be tackled in the final peace 
agreement negotiations. 

Ultra-nationalists in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s fragile eight- 
paity coalition, meanwhile, 
threatened to withdraw from 
government if he goes ahead 
with the plan. 

‘The survival of 
Netanyahu’s regime depends 
on a series of red lines that he 
cannot pass.” said Michael 
Kleiner, who leads a group of 
17 coalition members of par- 
liament known as the Greater 
Israel Front 

“A further withdrawal from 
the West Bank would mean 
the end of this government” 
said another member of the 
group, Zvi Hendel, from the 
National Religious Party. The 
ultra-nationalists have in the- 
ory enough votes to wipe out 
Mr. Netanyahu's six-sear 
majority in the 120- member 
parliament. 

Mr. Netanyahu has until 
now insisted he would order 
no troop withdrawals until 
President Yasser Arafat 
showed greater determination 
to crack down on armed mil- 
itants. 



THE HEAVY TOLL OF SANCTIONS: A five-month-old Iraqi child suffer- 
ing from malnutrition is cared for by his mother in the Qadissiua Hospital, 
Baghdad, Monday. The child's mother is unable to breastfeed as she also 
suffers from malnutrition. Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan said 
on Monday his country would resist any U.S. bid to prolong sanctions 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait (Reuters photo) 


Israeli army demolishes homes of 
three Palestinians, shack of settler 


BET HLEH EM (AFP) — The 
Israeli army demolished a 
shack erected by a Jewish set- 
tler and three homes under 
construction by Palestinians 
in the West Bank on Monday, 
an army spokesman told AFP. 

The army tore down a 
"wooden shack” which 
Israelis put up outside their 
settlement of Bat Ayin, west 
of Bethlehem, and in which a 
single settler was living, said 
the spokesman. Peter Lenten 

‘The structure was put up 
recently without a permit" 
Mr. Lemer said. 

A settler spokesman said he 
was not aware of the demoli- 
tion. 

The demolition of settler 
homes by the army is a rare 
occurrence in the West Bank. 
The army demolished two 
settler homes outside Nablus 
in May, raising a storm of 
protests from se there. The 
homes' occupants later 


returned to the site and rebuilt 
the houses without opposi- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, bulldozers 
accompanied by Israeli bor- 
der guards demolished three 
Palestinian houses in the vil- 
lages of Khader, Firdeis and 
Walaja around -Bethlehem, 
said Mr. Loner and the own- 
ers of the houses. 

Residents of Walaja got into 
pushing and shoving matches 
with soldiers as the bulldozer 
tore down the unfinished 
home of Ahmed Youssef Uda 
in the village, but no major 
incident was reported, wit- 
nesses said. 

Faisal Mubarak, owner of 
the Firdeis home, mid AFP 
that the house lay on the bor- 
der between areas under 
Palestinian civilian control, 
known as “Area B,” and a 
zone under full control of the 
Israeli army, the so-called 
“AreaC.” 


“We appealed to the Civil 
Administration that we were 
building in Area B, but they 
ruled dial it was Area C and 
therefore illegal” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

The Khader house was 
owned by a town resident 
named Abdul Sal am Ahmad 
Abdul Salam. 

The PNA issues permits to 
build homes in Area B. about 
27 per cent of the West Bank. 
The army’s civil administra- 
tion is in charge of building in 
the 70 per cent of die West 
Bank categorised as Area C 

But Palestinians say the 
army almost never gives 
Palestinians permits to build 
in those areas, forcing them to 
build “illegally” with the 
expansion of their towns. 

The army regularly demol- 
ishes homes it says were built 
without permits. 


Egypt to demand extradition from 
Britain of convicted ‘terrorists’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak has 
said he will demand the 
extradition from Britain and 
other countties of Islamist 
“terrorists” convicted here, 
the government daily A1 
Akhbar repotted Monday. 

“The terrorists receive pro- 
tection from Britain. 
Afghanistan and several 
other countries,” Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as say- 
ing by A1 Akhbar at the open- 
ing Sunday of an antiquities 
museum in the southern town 
of Aswan. 

“These terrorists were con- 
victed [by Egyptian tri- 
bunals] in trials of terrorism 
and accused of killing inno- 
cents,” Mr. Mubarak said. 


“We will ask these coun- 
tries to hand over the terror- 
ists living on their territory 
who were convicted [in 
Egypr],” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Mubarak's statements 
came six days after Islamists 
killed 58 foreign tourists out- 
side an ancient Pharaonic 
temple in the southern city of 
Luxor, including six British 
nationals. 

‘Terrorists are present and 
living on English territory 
and other countries where 
they collect funds and plan 
[attacks],” Mr Mubarak said 
in Aswan. 

He said if the world coop- 
erated against Islamist 
activists the Luxor massacre 
would not have taken place. 


“but the terrorists are protect- 
ed by a country like 
England.” 

Britain vehemently rejected 
Mr. Mubarak's accusations. 

“We're not protecting ter- 
rorists. We unreservedly con- 
demn all forms of terrorism. 
We are committed to taking 
action against anyone who 
uses the United Kingdom as 
a base for terrorist activity 
elsewhere,” a government 
spokesman said in London 
on Sunday. 

One prominent Islamist, 
Yasser Seni, who faces a 
death sentence in Egypt for 
the 1993 attempted murder of 
then Egyptian Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki. has lived in 
Britain since 1994. 


Gunmen kill 3 in attack on aid group 
in Somalia; Italian hostages released 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Gunmen attacked the com- 
pound of an aid group 
north of Mogadishu, lulling 
at least three people, 
wounding four others and 
kidnapping two Italians, a 
European Union official 
said Monday. 

The official identified the 
relief organisation as the 
Italian agricultural aid 
agency CINS. 

The kidnapped Italians 
were released after inter- 
vention by north 
Mogadishu faction leaders 
following Lhe attack 


Sunday night on the com- 
pound at Daganley village, 
28 kilometres north of the 
Somali capital, said Ahmed 
Mahmud Washington, the 
head of the EU liaison 
office in Mogadishu. 

They were on their way 
to Nairobi, he said Monday 
afternoon. 

“They were released 
unconditionally and no ran- 
som was paid or men- 
tioned,'' he said. 

“It is the responsibility of 
the Somalis to safeguard 
local and international 
expatriates serving human- 


itarian agencies, otherwise 
it is difficult to help,” he 
added. 

The assailants arrived in 
battle wagons — pick-up 
trucks armed with heavy 
machine-guns and rocket- 
propelled grenades — from 
north Mogadishu. 

Unconfirmed reports put 
the death toll as high as 
eight, but only three people 
were initially confirmed 
dead. 

Faction sources said the 
attack resulted from a dis- 
pute between clans. 


U.N. prepares to boost oil-for-food 
deal in attempt to reduce suffering 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Spurred by mounting con- 
cern about the humanitarian 
crisis in Iraq, die United 
Nations is preparing to 
increase that country’s alloca- 
tions in an oil-for-food deal. 

A draft report for UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
detailing die “unacceptably 
long delays” in the arrange- 
ment’s implementation will 
land on his desk on Monday, 
aides say. 

The draft is expected to be 
further amended after consul- 
tations with Benon Sevan, the 
UN. official overseeing the 
seven-year-old sanctions pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Sevan left Baghdad on 
Sunday saying that more is 
needed to be done to satisfy 
the needs of the 22 million 
people of Iraq, as the Iraqi 
health ministry said that 
almost 7,000 Iraqis died last 
month of malnutrition -related 
diseases. 

UN. officials say malnutri- 
tion is widespread, particular- 
ly among children, who risk 
long-term damage, and the 
elderly. 

The draft UN. report does 
not mention specific increases 
in the oil-for-food deal but 


points out that current levels 
of aid are inadequate, UN. 
officials say. 

Iraq can export $2 billion 
worth of oil every six months 
in return for food, medicine 
and other humanitarian sup- 
plies under a UN. arrange- 
ment that came into force in 
December 19%. 

‘There is no doubt that the 
needs are not being met.” 
Holbrooke Arthur, the World 
Food Programme's represen- 
tative in Baghdad, told 
Agence France Presse (AFP) 
on Sunday. 

He said that Iraqi families, 
which have an average of 
seven members, were only 
receiving enough food in the 
UN. ration basket each month 
to last between 16 and 23 
days. 

hi addition to the inadequate 
supplies, die foodstuffs were 
only arriving fitfully. “People 
are resentful” Me Arthur 
said “And they blame the sit- 
uation on the United Nations.” 

A senior aide to Mr. Annan 
has warned that the United 
Nations is in danger of having 
its moral authority under- 
mined because of die badly- 
functioning oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. 


The draft report says that 
administrative delays in New 
York and Baghdad must be 
overcome to ensure the pro- 
gramme's effective imple- 
mentation. 

Me Arthur, a. Ghanaian 
national has travelled 
throughout Iraq to monitor 
food distribution and sees 
signs of malnutrition every- 
where. 

Even in the agricultural 
zones of southern Iraq, prob- 
lems in the irrigation system 
such as a lack of machinery 
and spare parts, were aggra- 
vating the food problem, he 
said 

Ml Arthur estimates that 
more than 99 per cent of the 
Iraqi population depend on the 
UN. food rations for basic 
needs. 

Any changes in the arrange- 
ment rest with the UN. 
Security Council and notably 
its five permanent members 
— Britain, China, France, 
Russia and the United Stales. 

Ml Annan is due to send his 
report to the Council on 
Friday. 

Britain and the United 
States, die Council hard-liners 
on Iraq, have signalled that 
they would be w illing to dis- 


cuss raising the oil-for-food 
ceiling from two to three bil- 
lion doDars for die next six- 
month period starting on Dec. 
6 . 

A U.S. official has said that 
boosting the quantities would 
be a “little carrot” to Iraq in 
the ohgoing crisis over UN. 
arms inspections. 

However. Iraq does not see 
it dial way. Baghdad does not 
benefit from the oil export 
profits because those profits 
must be spent on the humani- 
tarian supplies, compensation 
for die 1990 Kuwait invasion, 
and to pay for the UN. arms 
inspection operations. 

Iraqi ambassador, Nizar 
Hamdoon, said chi Friday that 
it was “premature right now” 
to say whether Baghdad was 
interested in renewing die 
deal 

Iraq fears that by agreeing to 
increase the oil-for-food allo- 
cations, the United States will 
shut the door to the lifting of 
sanctions, which depend on 
Iraqi compliance with U.N. 
disarmament requirements. 

“Obviously the main focus 
for Iraq continues to be die 
lifting of sanctions,” Mr. 
Hamdoon said. 


Ugandan army 
builds up on 
Sudan border 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Ugandan army is building up 
its forces along its border with 
Sudan ro springboard attacks 
by die rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) of 
John Garang. a Sudanese mil- 
itary official has said. 

General Mohammad 
Abdullah Oweidah, chairman 
of the Sudanese parliament's 
defence committee, described 
the build up as “a means for 
backing the Garang move- 
ment in operations it is plan- 
ning to launch,” according to 
the Akhbar A1 Youm newspa- 
per on Monday. 

Uganda’s state-owned New 
Vision newspaper said 
Saturday the country is 
deploying additional troops 
along its border with Sudan in 
a bid to prevent infiltration by 
the rebel Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA), which 
Kampala says has bases in 
southern Sudan. 

Troops are being deployed 
in the north with additional 
orders to search and destroy 
rebel hideouts, and to provide 
security to displaced people 
in the region, the paper said. 


38 go on trial in France accused of 
backing Algerian extremist network 


PARIS (AFP) — Thirty-eight 
people went on trial here on 
Monday accused of being 
part of a network providing 
logistical support to extremist 
Algerian Islamist militants. 

The 38 allegedly belonged 
to or supported a network 
based in Chasse-sur-Rhone 
near Lyon, which was discov- 
ered and dismantled during a 
manhunt that followed a 
series of bomb attacks in 
France in 1995. 

Three other accused are still 
at large and will be tried in 
absentia. 

These three include Ali 
Touchent, alias “Tarek,” a 30- 
year-old Algerian suspected 
of beading the network which 
provided logistical support to 
the terrorist Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA), which has 
claimed a string of murders of 
foreigners in Algeria and 
bomb attacks in France. 

Twelve of those being tried 
are still in custody, the 
remainder were released on 
bail. 

Most of the accused are 
young and from the Lyon 
region. Sixteen are Algerian 
nationals and 18 are secood- 
geoeration immigrants with 
French nationality. Six have 


dual Algerian-French citizen- 
ship. 

The network might have 
continued to operate unde- 
tected had it not been for a 
massive police operation 
launched after a bomb explo- 
sion on July 25, 1995 in a 
Paris subway station which 
left eight people dead and 
wounded 1 16. 

The investigation had made 
little progress until Aug. 26, 
when a cooking gas cylinder 
packed with explosives was 
found north of Lyon on the 
railway line used by theTGV 
high-speed train between 
Lyon and Paris. The bomb 
had been supposed to blow up 
and derail the TGV but its 
detonator failed to function. 

The device put investigators 
on the ■ track of Islamist 
activists based in the. Lyon 
area and on Aug. 31, Joseph 
Jaime, 37, and David Vail at 
26, two French converts to 
Islam, . ■ were - arrested in 
Chasse-sur-Rhone. 

At their homes, police 
seized firearms, ammunition, 
homemade detonators, 
Islamist propaganda material 
and address books. 

It quickly became dear that 
Jaime and Vallat, who 


became acquainted while 
undergoing military training 
in A fghanistan, bad nothing 
to do with the bomb found on 
die railway. 

But analysis of the docu- 
ments seized and of telephone 
calls made by the two men, 
enabled investigators to piece 
together information about 
the network and about its 
links with other GIA-support 
groups in Belgium, Germany. 
Britain and Italy. Dozens of 
arrests followed. 

The accused lace ten-year 
jail terms for terrorist-related 
criminal conspiracy. The trial 
is expected to last until next 
Dec. 10. 

None of the defendants has 
been implicated in actual ter- 
rorist operations in France, 
even though the Lyon net- 
work was part of a wider 
infrastructure set up at nation- 
al level by Ali Touchent, some 
of whose members did take 
part in terrorist attacks. 

One of them, Khaled 
Kelkal a young Islamist from 
the Lyon region suspected of 
planning the aborted rail 
bomb attack, was shot down 
and killed by security faces 
on Sept 29. 1995. 



Humphrey 
the cat missing 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
Conservative Party MP 
and animal lover, has 
expressed serious concern 
about the fate of 
Humphrey, the resident 
cat at 10 Downing Street 
until he disappeared two 
weeks ago. Alan Clark 
said in Monday's Daily 
Telegraph that he suspect- 
ed that reports that 
Humphrey was in bad 
health bad been invented 
to conceal the fact that 
Cherie Blair, the wife of 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, was allergic to cats. 
He called on the govern- 
ment to prove that 
Humphrey was alive. 
“Humphrey is now a 
missing person,” said 
Clark who said he feared 
Mrs. Blair might have had 
the cat put down. 

Talking down 
and dirty sells 
women’s magazines 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
recipe for a best-selling 
women's magazine in 
Britain is ‘talk down and 
talk dirty,’ according to 
members of a respected 
independent think tank, 
the Social Affairs Unit. 
The main theme of most 
women's magazines on 
sale in Britain today was 
sex, sex and a bit of fash- 
ion on the side. The unit 
accused what it describes 
as ‘Magazine Woman* — 
such as Cosmopolitan, 
Marie Claire, Elle, and 
Company — of patronis- 
ing their readers with a 
constant diet of sex. fash- 
ion and articles on how to 
get in and out of serious 
relationships. They con- 
tained the full range of 
“sex, trivia and self-indul- 
gence.” 

loop accuses rivals 
of sending ‘witches’ 
down the catwalk 

BONN (AFP) — German 
couturier Wolfgang Joop 
lambasted young rivals in 
the fashion world, partic- 
ularly the Britons John 
Galliano. Alexander 
McQueen, Hussein 
Chalayan and Stella 
McCartney, accusing 
them of recycling old 
ideas. In a free-flowing 
attack, published in the 
weekly Der Spiegel, Joop 
was strongly critical of 
the fashion shows of the 
likes of Paul McCartney's 
daughter, “in which, 
instead of beautiful 
women, we saw grotesque 
witches, shrews and 
absurd monsters.” 

According to Joop, 
McQueen became famous 
solely by sending “models 
which looked like rape- 
victims. covered in 
blood” walking along the 
cat-walk. 

Hong Kong men 
told not to eat too 
many oysters 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Despite the oyster’s repu- 
tation as an appetiser for a 
romantic evening, Hong 
Kong men with fertility 
problems are being 
warned against eating too 
much seafood due to high 
levels of mercury. Two 
meals of fish or shellfish 
per week should be the 
limit, specialists said, 
after tests showed mer- 
cury was the dohiinant 
toxic metal lq seafood 
sold in Hong Kong, the 
South China Morning 
Post reported on Sunday. 
Eating too much seafood 
was unwise for both fer- 
tility and general health, 
said Dr. Clement Leung 
of the Hong Kong sanato- 
rium and hospital, who is 
conducting a study on 
mercury in seafood. “I 
believe it is a significant 
association,” Leung told 
the paper. “Shark prod- 
ucts, tuna and swordfish 
— these three' fish are 
very high in mercury.*’ 
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